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    Essay I: Salvation by Christ


    
      This is the essay that changed everything. In one sustained argument, Job Scott lays out the central claim of his entire theology: salvation is not a legal transaction performed at Calvary and credited to the believer's account. It is a real birth of God in the soul—as real as physical birth, as demanding as physical death. Scott builds his case with remarkable force, moving from the nature of justification and sanctification, through the mystery of Christ's sonship, to a sweeping vision of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world in every soul that resists the divine life. Watch for the way he turns the standard Protestant vocabulary—imputation, righteousness, atonement—inside out, insisting that every one of these terms points to an inward, experiential reality that most Christians have mistaken for a mere doctrinal formula. By the end, the reader is left with a single, unavoidable question: if Christ is not being born in you, what exactly are you professing?

    


    
      Synopsis

      
        	Salvation is neither the unaided work of man nor a work of God performed without human consent—it requires a living cooperation between the divine and human wills.

        	The doctrine of imputed righteousness is a dangerous illusion: no one can be declared righteous by God while remaining in actual sin, because God is unchangeable and cannot be reconciled to what opposes his nature.

        	True justification is inseparable from real sanctification—the two advance together and can never outrun each other.

        	The new birth is not a metaphor but a spiritual reality as concrete as physical birth: a genuine conception, generation, and bringing forth of divine life in the soul.

        	Christ in us has been, in every age and nation, the only ground and hope of glory—this was true for Abraham, Moses, and the prophets long before the incarnation.

        	The Lamb has been slain from the foundation of the world: whenever anyone resists the motions of divine life, the life of Christ is crucified in that soul.

        	The vine-and-branches metaphor reveals the absolute oneness of Christ and his people—the same divine sap circulates through all, and all true fruit arises from this union alone.

        	The sufferings of Christ did not begin or end at Calvary; what remains behind of his sufferings must be filled up in every believer through the fellowship of real inward death to sin.

        	The Trinity is not three separate persons but one God known experientially as Father (the begetter), Son (the begotten in the soul), and Spirit (the quickening power).

        	Scott closes with a direct appeal: do not grasp these truths with the reasoning mind alone—wait in stillness for the divine Light, and advance in this knowledge only as fast as you advance in purification.
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    The work of salvation is not, on the one hand, in any stage or degree, the work of man merely by himself, unassisted by the power and spirit of the Lord. Nor, on the other hand, is it a work of God without the consent and cooperation of man. Many ignorantly entertain high notions of free will, and of ability in and of themselves to act according to reason and the fitness of things. They think they can, as mere creatures, do all that is necessary toward their acceptance with God and complete well-being during the whole of their existence.


    Others just as ignorantly imagine Christ's merits and righteousness imputed to the full justification and salvation of sinners. They believe this renders sinners truly justified, acceptable to, and reconciled to God, while they continue in daily transgression and sin. They exercise a will in opposition to his will. They indulge in and enjoy a life contrary to the divine life. They seem to have a confused idea that the moral law of God is abolished—at least for those who depend on the outward coming, suffering, death, resurrection, ascension, and intercession of Christ for salvation. They suppose they are under grace and not under the law, though they live a life of sin and defilement. And they say that those who maintain sanctification is absolutely necessary to a state of justification—or that the two are never separately experienced, the one without the other—deny the purchase of Christ's death. In their view, such people are going about to establish their own righteousness!


    But these opinions are very remote from the true doctrine of salvation. This doctrine has ever been, in all ages, Christ in man the hope of glory—a real union of the life of God and the life of man, and in that union a blessed harmonious cooperation. The whole work of true religion, regeneration, and sanctification is the work of God in Christ. "We are his workmanship, created anew in Christ Jesus, for good works." (Ephesians 2:10). Good works, though not the producing cause of justification, are still what no one can be justified without. People may do many works that, as to the outward act, are good. These would have been truly good had they been works of the new creation, wrought of God in Christ. Yet they have no part in the great work of true justification.


    Those who are thus busied may be very zealous for "good works," and at the same time very high in their profession of Christ. They may profess a hope of salvation only through him, and yet be wholly on the wrong ground, built on the sand. They may remain as gross Pharisees as those who formerly rejected our blessed Lord in high veneration of Moses! Names do not much alter the nature of things. There is as much scope for self-righteousness and rank Phariseeism under a profession of Christ—yes, under a most confident profession of renouncing all our own righteousness—as ever there was under the law.


    Our preaching, praying, and all our religious and devotional exercises may be, and too often are, in the mere spirit, will, and activity of man. This is going about to establish our own righteousness. It is not a bit less so because we profess to have no dependence on our own works, or because we expect all from Christ! Talk and profession are not the life and substance of salvation in Christ. The forward, active worker who is always ready is perpetually prevented from the right knowledge of, and submission to, the righteousness of Christ by this kind of zealous activity and performance. This is true even under the greatest profession of a single dependence on nothing but his righteousness. Such a person is as effectually hindered as any who in former times professed to reject Christ and depend on Moses.


    As to the life and substance of it, there never was but one true religion. Nothing has ever been such but the immediate inward work of God in man. On the one hand, this can take place and proceed no further than God is livingly the continual mover, worker, and efficient cause of all that is rightly wrought in it. On the other hand, it can go no further or faster than man comes under the holy influence of the Spirit, grace, or power of God, by which he works in us.


    If man resists the Spirit, turns from the grace of God, rebels against his Light in the heart, and does despite to the holy discoveries of Truth, he tramples underfoot the very blood of the everlasting covenant. He rejects the Son of God. In the midst of all his professional claim to the merits of a crucified Saviour, he is crucifying the life of the Lamb in himself. And thus the Lamb has been slain from the foundation of the world (Revelation 13:8), and is slain in all who do violence to the motions of divine life in themselves.


    "Christ in us" has been in every age and nation the only true and solid ground and hope of glory (Colossians 1:27)—a real union of the life of God and the life of man. A true and living birth of God in the soul—of the divine and incorruptible Seed—a real and substantial union of the divinity and humanity in one holy offspring, has ever brought salvation. And this, throughout all generations, in all the true Seed, in every heir of God and joint-heir with Christ, is the only begotten of the Father. None can be a true child of God without this divine birth, this true brother and sister of Christ, this real offspring of God that cries, "Abba, Father!" and is one with Christ forever. This birth ever does the works of God. In this, and in its bringing forth, are wrought the "good works" without which there is no justification.


    Unless we are regenerated and born again, we cannot possibly enter into the kingdom of God. That is, unless another birth and life take place in us, besides our natural birth and life in this world and in natural things, there is no entrance. There must be a work that strictly speaking effects and produces a real regeneration and new birth. It must be as real a conception, generation, and birth of the Seed of God in us, and of us too, as the production of our natural life is a real work of conception, generation, and birth into this world.


    This is the new creature that is born of God and does not sin. This must have the rule and government in us, and bring forth the works of God, so far as we are justified. This is what God justifies forever. Nothing is justified by him but what is wrought in him. What is wrought outside of him and outside of his divine life is excluded from his acceptance and can never be heir of the promise.


    Every evil thought, word, and action is and will be subject to eternal exclusion. And equally so is every sigh or groan, every prayer or sermon, every fast or thanksgiving, and every other religious exertion that is not in the divine life and influence of God! This is all nothing but "Mount Sinai in Arabia, that is in bondage with her children." The bondwoman must be cast out. It is impossible that she should inherit the promise, or that her son or any of her children should be heir with Isaac. Isaac is the son of the free woman, the son of promise, the son of God's immediate operation and power. He is born above and beyond the ordinary operations of nature, with all the force and workings of her utmost activity and exertion. It is only the son of promise, the offspring and begotten of God, that can ever do the works of God.


    Our blessed Redeemer appealed to this criterion in the days of Jewish unbelief and opposition. He urged his doing the works of God as certain evidence of his being the son of God. This would never have been certain evidence at one time and on one occasion if it were not always so at all times and on all occasions. If anyone other than the son of God—the new creature, the only begotten, the born again of the incorruptible Seed and word of God—could at any time have done the works of God, then Christ's doing them would not have been certain and infallible evidence of his sonship.


    This evidence is as sure and certain to, in, and concerning all the Seed as it was then in and concerning the holy head, the bishop and bridegroom of every soul. It is sure in every soul that is so opened and taught of God as to see and know that anything done by him in and by another is truly and spiritually the work of God. It is infallible evidence that a greater than Solomon is there—that Christ is there, come in the flesh in that person by his holy spirit. It shows that there is a real birth and babe of God, an heir of God, a joint heir with Christ, a true and living branch of the everlasting vine—indeed, the presence, activity, and good works of God's only begotten.
*   *   *




This is a free sample.

You've reached the end of the preview of
Salvation by Christ.

The complete Friends Illuminated edition — fully modernized, carefully
formatted, and ready to read — is available now.

Read the full edition →

Friends Illuminated · Quaker classics in clear modern English
friendsilluminated.com

OEBPS/nav.xhtml

Contents


		Sample Chapter


		Get the Full Edition







OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
SALVATION
BY CHRISTg

A Gospel Ordlnance






OEBPS/images/quaker-meeting-london-1723.jpg
E
8
!






