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A Visitation of Love to the Turk (I): A Visitation, Trial, and Warning to Repent.


This is the first half of John Perrot's remarkable 1660 open letter to Mehmed IV, the Sultan of the Ottoman Empire — an address the Irish Quaker composed as part of the Friends' mission to carry Truth into the Mediterranean and the Levant. Perrot writes not as a diplomat but as a prophet, greeting the most powerful monarch of his world in "love and meekness" and daring to put the Great Turk himself on trial before the Light of God. The tract was printed in London for Aldersgate bookseller Thomas Simmons, and its argument reaches from the Sultan's court out to the scattered Jews and to all the nations of the earth. It is a warning to repent, a promise of blessing, and a fierce meditation on the one inward Light by which every conscience is tried.





	Perrot addresses the Sultan of Turkey directly, offering "the Message of everlasting Peace" and promising that his honour and borders will be enlarged if he receives it.

	The whole tract turns on one claim: Christ is "the light of the world," a light that shines in every man's conscience and by which all nations may come to know the one God.

	God, before whom all nations are "as the dust of the balance," has overturned kings and laid nations waste for turning his glory into contempt.

	Perrot warns that if the Turk resists the message, the hand of the Lord will follow him "in sore displeasure."

	He defends his boldness: since God has shown him these things, he cannot bury them "in the womb of obscurity" for fear of any man's sword.

	He turns to the Jews, urging them to seek cleansing of heart rather than trust in outward sacrifice, temple, or altar.

	He calls all people — Jew and Gentile, bond and free — to keep silence and listen inwardly for the word of God that convinces of sin.

	He closes this half by naming the inward Light as the true fountain of wisdom, the "beginning of wisdom" that even Solomon lived by.






A Visitation of Love, and Gentle Greeting of the Turk, and a tender trial of his thoughts for God, and a proof of the hearts of his Court, and of the spirits of the people round about him in his own dominion, and of the inhabitants of the earth that border upon his skirts, in their declared religious ways. And it is a warning to all men who walk in the corrupted ways of sin and iniquity, to repent and turn to the living God, who dwells in the light, before the rod of his vengeance destroys the evil-doers of the nations. To which is annexed a book, entitled, Immanuel, the Salvation of Israel. Written in the will and countenance of God, by a servant of the Lord, who am called by scorners in England a Quaker, and was named in the flesh, JOHN PERROT. London, printed for Thomas Simmons at the sign of the Bull and Mouth near Aldersgate, 1660.



Then certain of the elders of the land rose up, and spoke to all the assembly of the people, saying, Micah the Morashite prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and spoke to all the people of Judah, saying, Thus says the Lord of Hosts: Zion shall be ploughed like a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of the forest. Did Hezekiah the king of Judah and all Judah put him at all to death? Did he not fear the Lord, and the Lord repented of the evil which he had pronounced against them? Thus might we procure great evil against our souls.
— recorded in the book of the prophecy of Jeremiah (Jeremiah 26:17–19; see Jeremiah 26:18).



A Visitation, Trial, and Warning to Repent.


"I am the light of the world," says the Prophet whom God has raised up like Moses. For God said, I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like you, and I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him (Deuteronomy 18:18). And it shall come to pass that whoever will not listen to my words, which he shall speak in my Name — of him will God require it. He is the true light of the world, the true Prophet, who comes in the Name of the most high God. God sent him as a light into the world, to give light to all nations. Through him who is the light of the world (John 8:12), all nations may come to believe, and to know the Almighty power of the Lord God. God is working a work in our days at which the ears of many shall tingle. In this his mighty and terrible day, which is at hand, he is bringing it to pass. He will make many tongues and languages and peoples, and the people of many nations, to be of one heart and of one mind and soul. He is setting up his Standard in Zion, and his salvation in Jerusalem. Such authority and dominion he will establish for the one who seeks — in the spirit of pure love and meekness — to see his sceptre of righteousness lifted over the heads of all the ungodly. They are out of the fear of the eternal, dreadful God of life and everlasting power, working their own works and establishing their own wills.


And with this voice I cry to you, O Turk, who are set over many regions, that you may reign over many more, until all the earth is subdued for you. So shall the dominion of the Seed stand over the whole earth for evermore, under your authority. I am sent by the Almighty God to you and to your whole nation, with the message of everlasting peace in my mouth. If you receive it, the Lord my God will be your rewarder in righteousness. Behold, your honour shall be made greater, and your borders enlarged. Great prosperity shall surround the dwelling of the desolate, the fatherless, and the widows, and not one begging bread shall be found in your dominion from one end of it to the other. All shall see the plentiful day of God. The seed of the next generation shall bless the remembrance of you, and their posterity for ever, from one generation to another, shall declare your memorial, which shall never be blotted out.


But if you resist, and will not incline your ear to counsel, but resist the message of the Lord God of eternal life and infinite power — then behold, I return, though it be to the tombs of my fathers. I return with my peace, which God has given me and no man can take from me. And the hand of the dreadful Lord God of Hosts will follow me, which nations shall taste of in sore displeasure — those nations that resist my testimony of this Prophet, whom I declare is the light of the world.


Whom I declare, that all nations may come to know him who is the light of the world, that all nations may worship but one God, and have but one King and chief authority to rule and reign over them. By him who is the light of the world, you may be taught all things daily, as from the mouth of the Lord. Then no strength shall exceed your power, for you shall know the hand of the Lord to be with you; and no wisdom shall be like your understanding, as you take counsel of the Lord and not of man. By this you shall see the utter overthrow and confusion — yes, the everlasting desolation — of all who conspire against you. You shall see the whole strength and wisdom of man to be but as dust, and as a thing lighter than vanity in the air, though they gather themselves into hosts, striving to work your overthrow.


And this, in the remembrance of God's decree of loving kindness to the least in your nation, is offered to try your willingness to be everlastingly established.


Behold, behold, I cry: the Prophet of the Lord, the light of the world, draws near your gates and knocks at the door of your hearts. O Turk! You who are the greatest in strength of the arm of flesh, and mightiest in a power which — like grass — is subject to wither, beyond many people, yes, beyond all the nations of the earth.


You ought to know this one thing above all: that the dreadful Almighty God is King of the whole earth, and Lord of the heavens also. Before him all nations are but as the dust of the balance, and as the drop of a bucket. He measures the heavens with a span, and holds the earth and the seas in the hollow of his hand (Isaiah 40:12–15). He is infinite in his decrees, and his ways are past finding out. He has overturned many princes by his power, and overthrown kings by his might, and made many nations heaps of desolation, and laid the pleasant places waste. For the Lord of Hosts is jealous of his glory, which many have turned into contempt. The proud and lofty in heart have said, "Is there a God over us, that we should fear to execute our wills upon any?" So they have turned equity backward, and have not regarded the commandments of God, but have frustrated his law and cast his holy precepts behind their backs. They have devoured the man of low degree, and oppressed the fatherless and the widow, and had no regard for the stranger who visited them in loving kindness. Rather, they have sought to swallow up the innocent in his simplicity, with their horrid, abominable cruelty.


In this the glory of the Lord has been defaced, and is defaced by all who walk in the crookedness of their own imaginations. They strengthen themselves in their own ways, making fences for their safeguard in iniquity, and bulwarks for their strength in unrighteousness. And yet they call upon the name of the Lord, as if God had regard to the cries of the wicked. But he will punish the sinner in Zion, and repay the evil-worker in Jerusalem.


And therefore all nations ought to be awakened, lest the sons of men are cut off in the corruption of their ways. And you, above all princes and kings, as the greatest in all parts of the earth, ought to shine forth as the brightness of the sun at noonday. You ought to be the chief of all nations in your example of righteousness and purity of heart. This will crown you with everlasting honour, far exceeding the honours of the kingdoms of men. It will cause your name never to be forgotten, but to be remembered after you, from generation to generation, by all the Lord's people and the servants of the living God. Then your renown shall strike a dread through all the dead worshippers of images in every quarter of the whole world. And it will come to pass that many will stand amazed at the excellency of your beauty and renown. Those who hate you shall be tormented because of you, and gnash their teeth at your prosperity, and lie down in restless pangs of perplexity.


And therefore, for the glory of Almighty God's sake, and that with it you may be established, together with a holy seed after you in perpetual praise —


Arise and stand up, and shine forth in the excellency of meekness, in the humbleness, patience, and forbearance of your heart, and in this most noble and excellent understanding and choicest wisdom. Listen for a season, and incline your ear in due time to that within you which is not of the kingdoms of men. And behold, from the Lord God I show you the coming of the Prophet in a parable.

*   *   *
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