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Truth Revived out of the Apostasy, and a Further Testimony to It




This major work, whose full title announces it as "Truth Revived out of the Ruins of the Apostasy," is one of Penington's most ambitious theological statements. Written in "a deep sense and tender love," it presents a comprehensive vision of the way of life and salvation as understood by the early Quaker movement. Penington traces the path from the original apostolic church through the great apostasy to the present recovery of truth. He argues that what the Quakers proclaim is not a new religion but the revival of what was known and experienced in the primitive church before it fell into darkness. The tract covers the nature of the fall, the character of true and false Christianity, the inward work of redemption, the marks of the true church, and the call to return to the living power and presence of Christ. It functions both as an apologetic for the Quaker movement and as a pastoral guide for seekers drawn to its message.







Synopsis


	What the Quakers proclaim is not a new religion but the revival of truth out of the ruins of the great apostasy -- the recovery of what was known and experienced in the primitive church.

	The apostasy was not a mere corruption of doctrine but a loss of the Spirit, life, and power that animated the early church; what remained was the outward form of godliness without its inward substance.

	True Christianity is not a system of beliefs but a state of life: the soul born of the Spirit, dwelling in the light, walking in the power, and growing daily into the image of Christ.

	False Christianity retains the name, the Scriptures, the doctrines, and the forms, but lacks the life -- and this emptiness is more dangerous than outright paganism because it deceives the soul into thinking it has what it lacks.

	The inward work of redemption is the central theme: Christ saves not merely from the penalty of sin but from its power and presence, transforming the nature from within by his Spirit.

	The marks of the true church are spiritual: unity in the Spirit, subjection to Christ as the living Head, the presence of spiritual gifts, and the power of a holy life.

	Persecution of the true church by the false is a recurring pattern: in every age, those who have the form of religion persecute those who have the power, mistaking the living for heretics.

	The call is to return to the foundation of the apostles -- not to their outward forms, but to the same Spirit and power that raised them up and made them what they were.

	Penington writes with urgency, inviting seekers to taste and see rather than to dispute and judge from the outside.







A Further Testimony to Truth, Revived Out of the Ruins of the Apostasy


Or, Several Things Opened from the Spirit of Truth, Touching the Way of Life and Salvation; Which Will Reach to the Witness in the Hearts of Those Whose Spirits Are Quickened, and Whose Ears and Understandings Are Opened by the Spirit and Power of the Lord


Written in a deep sense and tender love, by Isaac Penington


"Arise, shine; for your light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon you. For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people; but the Lord shall arise upon you, and his glory shall be seen upon you. And the Gentiles shall come to your light, and the kings to the brightness of your rising." Isa. 60:1-3


"O house of Jacob! come you, and let us walk in the light of the Lord." Isa. 2:5


[published posthumously in 1680]





Preface


Oh! How excellent and precious is the name of the Lord, in this our day, among his people! He has gathered them out of the worldly spirit to himself, and he mightily defends them in that in which he has gathered them. So much so that it may now be said inwardly, as it was of old outwardly, Psalm 76: "In Judah is God known; his name is great in Israel. In Salem also is his tabernacle, and his dwelling-place in Zion. There broke he the arrows of the bow, the shield, and the sword, and the battle, Selah."


Oh, what mighty things has the Lord God done in and for the spirits of his people! How has he scattered the darkness from about them, and broke the chains which held them in captivity! How has he risen up against all the enemies of their souls, discovered their snares, and snapped in sunder the weapons of war which the spirit of darkness has formed and lifted up against them! And how has he preserved them in life, in peace, in purity, in holiness, in his power and dominion over that spirit and the devices of it, to this very day!


He lives and reigns in power over all. Because he lives, we live also. Because he reigns, those that are in his life and Spirit partake of his holy reign and dominion over sin, hell, death, and the powers of darkness with him. Lo! This is our God. This is he whom we have sought after, and waited for. Now his power is made manifest. Now his righteousness and salvation is revealed. How can our souls but be glad and rejoice in it! Yes, how can we conceal the good tidings of the day of our God, and of the gospel of his salvation, which has arisen and broke in upon us! How can we but desire to awaken the minds of men out of their sleep? How can we but call upon them to shake off the drowsiness and blackness of the night, and to lift up their eyes towards the hill and mountain of God's holiness? Let them also behold the beauty of his day in others, and wait for the springing of his life and glory in themselves!


Now there is somewhat revealed of God, of his own nature, power, and Spirit, in which we have met with him. To this we invite. Of this we speak. Concerning this we testify, as being that which the Father will honor, and in which he has and will appear. It is a poor, weak, low thing to consider of, or behold with the eye and understanding of man. But there is the riches, the glory, the life, the righteousness, the peace, the joy, the everlasting power of the kingdom in it. To them that receive it in the demonstration of God's Spirit, and in the love of it, it is the wisdom of God and his power to the redemption and salvation of their souls.


Indeed, of all the wise builders (out of the true sense and power) it is rejected at this day, as it always was of old. But to us who are called of God, taught by him, who have received an understanding from him — we know the value of that which comes from him. We are instructed by him not to judge according to the appearance, but to judge the righteous judgment. In the righteous judgment, in the balance of the sanctuary, we find this little despised light to be elect and precious — even the foundation-stone, the corner-stone, and the top-stone of the building of God. This we testify to men in true love, and from certain knowledge and experience which we have received from him that is true, and hold in him that is true.


Now this precious pearl (of which we testify) lies hid deep within. There men must come to know it, to purchase it, to possess it. It is the desire of our hearts to bring men there. Nor do we open the thing of God before men to this end, that they might get a knowledge of it into their brains, and feed on it there. Rather, through tender love we bring these things a little into the very view of men (as the Lord enables us) — not that they might stick there. Our desire is that, having a taste of the excellency and beauty of Truth, they might be inflamed with desires after it, and travel to where it is to be had. Therefore dwell not in the notion. Delight not in the outward knowledge of the thing itself (though the knowledge be ever so sweet, pleasing, satisfactory, and demonstrative to the mind). Come to the everlasting spring. Feel the measure of life in your particular, and that will lead you to the spring of life, from where the measure comes as a gift from the Father to you, to bring you to the Father.


Singly for this end have I been drawn to write what follows: in service to the Lord, in faithfulness to him, in dear love to the souls of men. Especially of those who have formerly been travellers, and have felt somewhat of the Lord, and yet retain desires and breathings in their hearts after him.


Oh that the Lord would touch their spirits, discover to them the way everlasting, and lead them in it to that which their souls darkly desire and seek after! There is no other way than that which has been from the beginning. There have only been various discoveries and manifestations of the one way. But what greater discovery can there be than of the thing or Seed itself? The Lord has been pleased to make it manifest in this day of his glorious mercy, love, and power. He has raised up many witnesses, whom he has enabled by his Spirit and power to give a living, clear, certain testimony to it. Happy is the ear that hears! For that also must be of God, as the message and messengers are known to be.





A Further Testimony to Truth


Some Queries Concerning Christ's Righteousness — How It Justifies; Whether as Inwardly Revealed and Dwelling in the Heart, or Only as Imputed, or Both


Query 1. Is not Christ the righteousness and justification of the soul with God? Is not he made of God to us righteousness, and are not we made the righteousness of God in him? How is this done? Is it not by being ingrafted into him — covered with him? Is this a mere imputation? Or is it not rather a bringing the soul into the thing itself, and a drawing his nature, life, and Spirit over the soul? His nature was and is always righteous in itself, and so accounted with God. And he that is found in him, clothed with him, emptied of himself, and filled with him — is he not really righteous in the sight of God?


Query 2. Is not the principle of life, which is from Christ, of the same nature with Christ? Is it not also holy and righteous? Yes, is not Christ the fulness of it? And he that receives this principle, does he not receive life, receive Christ, receive righteousness? Can the righteousness of Christ be separated from the seed of his life, nature, and Spirit? Can a man deny himself, go out of himself, give up to that, and be found in that, and not found in the righteousness? Or can a man come to righteousness by imputation without that? Query 3. This principle or seed of life is from Christ, of Christ, and one with Christ in nature — though not of the same stature and fulness. Does it not then have the property and virtue of all that is of Christ in it? Do not all the promises belong to this Seed, and go along with this Seed? Does not all that is good in man spring up from this Seed? He that receives this, does he not receive that which is righteous, and which makes him righteous, so far as he is of it, and in it? Yes, the sacrifice of Christ in the flesh, the virtue of it, the forgiveness of the Father for the sake of his Son — does it not go along with this? Is it not accepted for that man who is found here, and his iniquities (which he committed formerly) freely forgiven him for his name's sake? Yes, are not his sins afterwards also blotted out upon the same terms: he returning to this, abiding in this, and being found in this? In this alone the remission of sin, and the power against sin, is to be felt and received for ever.
*   *   *
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