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A Reply to a Book Set Forth by Priest Sherlock of Berwick



In this fiery controversial tract, Richard Hubberthorne takes up a set of queries that Friends had put to Berwick clergyman R. Sherlock — a man styling himself "Bachelor of Divinity" — and tears apart Sherlock's published answers one by one. The queries press the core early Quaker challenge to the established clergy: Where is your scripture warrant for your universities, your tithes, your sacraments, your infant sprinkling, your paid preaching? Hubberthorne's method is blunt and relentless: he quotes Sherlock's own words, then charges him with lying, blasphemy, and ignorance of the very Spirit that gave forth the scriptures. This is Part 1 of the tract, covering the preface to the reader and Queries 1 through 11.




Reader: this is the word of the Lord to you.


Take heed unto the Light Christ hath enlightened thee withall, to guide thy mind into the fear of God; to the Light of Christ in thy conscience I speak, which if thou hearken unto it, it will lead thee out of pride and lust, and envy, and will bring condemnation upon that nature thou hast lived and acted in, that is out of the fear of God.



And this Light in your conscience will direct your mind to God and draw your affections out of earthly things and the pollution of the world, by which you are defiled. Your mind and conscience is defiled by lust and uncleanness, lusting after earthly things, and the flesh is defiled by that mind which wallows in the earth. But minding the Light in your conscience that Christ has enlightened you with, your understanding will come to be enlightened, to see the deceits and the blind guides who have led you from this Light in your conscience. That Light should exercise it and lead you to fear him and to be taught by him. It will lead you from the teachings of man, which keep you in your sins and draw you from this Light in your conscience — the Light which convinces you of sin and lets you see sin and evil and all ungodliness. It will bring you to deny it and lead you to repentance. And so you will come to know Jesus Christ, who is repentance and remission of sins (Luke 24:47). Then you will deny Priest Sherlock and all that generation of priests.


He says in page 32 of his book that Christ was a person not capable of faith and repentance. Here I charge him in the presence of the living God to be a liar, for Christ is the author and finisher of faith (Hebrews 12:2). He preached repentance and gives repentance to his people.


And he denies the knowledge and understanding the apostles had, yet says he preaches the same gospel (p. 10). He says that external tongues, arts, and sciences give them understanding of the meaning of the gospel (p. 11). He says that the spirit cannot testify of itself (p. 22). He says that to understand the doctrine of God, they must use the light of distinctions (p. 54). He says that religion is the art of arts (p. 86). And he says that prayer in all its parts and forms is a means to bring down the Holy Spirit of God (p. 144).


But the saints said the Spirit taught them to pray, and they prayed with the Spirit and with understanding (1 Corinthians 14:15). Now, to the Light in your consciences I speak, which will let you see these lying priests and blind guides who have deceived you so long and kept you blind and ignorant. So all people, cease from them and wait upon the Lord for teaching.


A lover of the Truth, and a witness against the deceit and deceivers, and a lover of the souls of all people; that righteousness might be established, was moved to write this. Richard Hubberthorne.






Query 1. Whether your gospel is the same which the apostles preached? And if it is, why do you go to Oxford and Cambridge, when the apostle says the gospel he preached was not after man, nor was he taught it by man (Galatians 1:11–12)?


Priest: Your answer is that you preach the same gospel the apostles preached, but do not attain the knowledge and understanding of this gospel by the same means.


Reply: Here let all people see what wooden stuff this is. How can you preach the same gospel and not have the same knowledge and understanding? If it is not by the same knowledge and understanding, it is not the same gospel. For the spirit of understanding is but one, and from this spirit of understanding you have cleared yourself.


Priest: And you say we ought not to depend upon any such immediate revelations from heaven as the apostles had.


Reply: Here again you have cleared yourself from the Spirit that gave forth the scriptures, since you deny immediate revelation from heaven. Here you have denied yourself to be a minister of Jesus Christ, for no man knows the Son but the Father, and he to whom he is revealed (Matthew 11:27). You who deny immediate revelation have denied the Son of God, and have shown that you do not have life. For he who does not have the Son of God does not have life (1 John 5:12). Therefore we deny such schools as Oxford and Cambridge, where the rudiments of the world are invented. There is an abundance of filthy words in the answer to this query that are not worth mentioning.





Query 2. Whether you can give another meaning to the scriptures than what they contain? Or whether the apostles gave the meaning to them when they spoke them forth, yes or no? And if they did, what need is there for learned men to give the meaning of them?


Priest: The sense and meaning of the scripture is involved in it.


Reply: Here you would make people believe Christ were in the letter — Christ, who is the substance that gave it forth and was in those who spoke it. The scripture declares something other about God and Christ; it does not declare that God and Christ are in the letter. But here it is that fools might appear blind, and such as you call "learned men" must give the meaning to the scripture.


Priest: You say that Christ took a text, and that Philip took a text.


Reply: O, you enemy and slanderer of Christ and the apostle! Did they take texts to get money with them, and lie a quarter of a year or half a year in a text? Christ came to fulfill the scripture, and the apostle showed how Christ fulfilled the scripture and came to fulfill what the prophets spoke. The scribes and Pharisees were learned men, and they could not open the scriptures. Peter, an unlearned man — he opened the scriptures (Acts 2:14–36).


And you speak of standing up in a pulpit of wood.


Reply: In the time of the law, when they read it, there was a pulpit of wood for a particular people to whom the law was given. But Christ said, "Go preach the gospel to every creature" (Mark 16:15). And Christ cried woe against those who had the chiefest place in the assemblies. Here you are one of them who would be under the law and would have a pulpit of wood. You plead for your learning, the same learning the scribes and Pharisees had, which is to no purpose. You say the kernel of the nut is in the shell, and that is what you bring to make people believe the life is in the scriptures. So the poor people are groping in the letter to find life there, when the life was in those who gave it forth.


Priest: You speak of flying to God by prayer.


Reply: Yet you deny the revelation from heaven which the saints were to wait for — the revelation of Jesus from heaven (2 Thessalonians 1:7). This is what makes all you blind guides stumble: you do not have the life which gave forth the scripture, which is now made manifest to the children of God.





Query 3. Show me by the scriptures who was ever made a minister of Jesus Christ who was called "Master" by men.


In your answer to this query, you bring the prophets and priests under the law — who were called "Fathers" — to oppose Christ's doctrine. You would compare Oxford and Cambridge to the prophets and apostles, yet you deny immediate revelation from heaven. Here you have cleared yourself, and Oxford and Cambridge, from the life of the prophets, for they had immediate revelation.


So you bring many names — pastors and shepherds, ministers and apostles and evangelists — to oppose Christ's doctrine, who says, "Be not you called of men Master" (Matthew 23:10). Let all see if they are not under the delusion who say "Master" is only a civil honor, and so oppose Christ's doctrine. Here you have shown you do not believe. For how can you believe, who receive honor one from another? (John 5:44). You have shown that you love it, as the scribes and Pharisees did, and would not part with it. You are in your pride and vainglory, as the scribes and Pharisees were, who say that is a civil honor and respect which Christ cried woe against. Here you have brought yourself and all your company under the woe, and Oxford and Cambridge into the state which Christ pronounced woe against. You are judged by the same life that gave forth the scriptures.





Query 4. Show me by the scriptures where the ministers of Christ ever took tithes of the people, or augmentations.


Priest: The priests under the law received tithes.


Reply: There was a time when they received tithes, and they could not neglect them, as denying their tithes to the first priesthood. But there was a time after Christ — when he was sacrificed up and was preached as the unchangeable priesthood (Hebrews 7:24) — then the priesthood which received tithes was denied. Therefore the woe has come upon you and all your generation, who receive tithes according to the changeable priesthood. Here you have shown yourself without judgment and without the love of God. The woe has come upon you and all your generation, who receive tithes and hold up the changeable priesthood, and so deny Christ come in the flesh.


Those who preached the gospel, who lived on the gospel, denied the changeable priesthood that received tithes. But for shame, you ministers of Oxford and Cambridge, stop your mouths — for they must be stopped! Do you not sue men at the law and imprison men for tithes? Here you show that you do not preach the gospel, for it will not maintain you. Those who preached the gospel lived on the gospel (1 Corinthians 9:14). There, you thief, you are caught — you who have gotten the apostle's words but are marked for judgment.





Query 5. Show me by the scriptures what scripture you have which speaks the word "sacrament," which you tell the people of and deceive the simple.


Priest: In your answer to this query you are confused. First you say there is no scripture for the word "sacrament," yet you say Christ commands it, and yet you say there is no such word in scripture.


Reply: Here you who add to the scripture have brought yourself under the plagues and woe. Let all who are in the Light see whether you are not a deceiver who deceives your own soul. I charge you again: you do not know Christ, for you deny immediate revelation. So you do not know his commands, nor do you obey them. For none know the Son but those to whom he is revealed (Matthew 11:27). Here I charge you to be a deceiver and a deluder of the soul from the Lord. This is in reply to the answer of the fifth query.
*   *   *
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