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The Measuring Rod of the Lord, Stretched Forth over All Nations (Part One)


Written in 1658, at the height of Francis Howgill’s London ministry, this tract is nothing less than a summons to every ruler on earth. Howgill takes the measuring rod of Revelation 11 and lays it against the nations. He traces all the violence and confusion of the world back to a single root: the great apostasy that followed the days of the Apostles, when the Dragon gave his power to the Beast. And the Whore made the nations drunk. He is remarkably bold for his moment, aiming pointed criticism at the persecuting laws of Cromwellian England itself and at the state-patched religion of “many mixtures” — Mass, Prayer Book, Directory — each guarded in turn by law. Watch how he answers the rulers’ standard defense, that Friends were punished not for well-doing but for heresy and sedition, with the examples of Nebuchadnezzar’s furnace and the stoning of Stephen. Part One carries the argument up to the eve of God’s appearing; Part Two announces the judgment and the restoration.





	Howgill summons the whole world — emperors, kings, nobles, and all nations — to hear the counsel of the Most High about what God is bringing to pass in the latter days.

	Because the nations have asked counsel of themselves and not of the Lord, violence, cruelty, and oppression run down like a flood, and their rulers have given their power to the Whore of Babylon.

	He traces the apostasy from the Apostles’ own days: false prophets in the way of Cain, Balaam, and Korah, foreseen by John, Peter, Jude, and Paul, until the whole world wondered after the Beast.

	Under the Beast’s horns and crowns came centuries of torture, massacre, and martyrdom — yet a faithful few kept their garments clean, whose blood cries under the altar.

	England, Scotland, and Ireland have set up their own patched image of religion — Mass, then Prayer Book, then Directory — and guard it with harsher penalties than Queen Mary’s magistrates ever used.

	To rulers who plead that they punish only heresy and sedition, Howgill answers with Nebuchadnezzar, the stoners of Stephen, and every blind persecutor of the Just.

	The tract closes on the threshold of hope: the time of restoring is coming, and he who weighs the nations in an even balance is appearing.






Listen, O World! Hearken, O Earth, and all the inhabitants of it. Give ear, O all nations that are in it, and all its isles. Draw near, you potentates, you emperors, kings, earls, dukes, nobles, principalities, and dominions. My mouth shall speak the thing that is right, and my lips shall utter understanding. My tongue shall declare to you the counsel of the Most High, and what he is bringing to pass in the latter days. He who is higher than the highest has said it; he who is greater than the greatest has spoken: the whole world lies in wickedness (1 John 5:19), and thick darkness is over the world. His way is perverted, his counsel is despised, and all nations are out of order. Notwithstanding the multitude of their counsellors, and notwithstanding all their wisdom, folly is brought forth in the midst of the nations. Because they have asked counsel, and not of the Lord, and taken advice, and not of the Holy One, violence is set up as an ensign. And wickedness runs down as a river, and cruelty and oppression as a mighty stream. The whole earth is full of folly and madness, and all its people are degenerate. They have grown out of the image of God into a monstrous and strange nature. The prophets are all fools, and the diviners are mad (Hosea 9:7). Being degenerate themselves from the Life of God, they have led the people into blindness, darkness, ignorance, and deceit. They have made the Word of Truth of no effect through their traditions, and have taught for doctrine the precepts of men (Matthew 15:6-9). These are the traditions of those who are out of the faith, out of the Life, and out of the power of God. The counsellors have established wickedness by a law, being themselves estranged from the Life of God. Therefore violence has broken forth into the earth like a flood. And now, all you kings, rulers, and potentates of the earth: you have given your power to the Whore who sits upon many waters (Revelation 17:1), and the waters are kindreds, tongues, peoples, and nations. Yes, all nations have been drunk with the cup of her fornication, and all have turned from the Life which the prophets and the holy men of God lived in and were established in. The nations have become like waters, reeling to and fro, here and there, unsettled and unstable — and there the Whore has her seat. All have drunk of her cup of iniquity and fornication, even of Mystery Babylon’s cup, and are inflamed with it. And so they reel to and fro like the waters and are as unstable as the waves of the sea. By her who has made all nations drunk, and by those who have been made drunk with her — all nations, kindreds, tongues, and peoples — the prophets have been slain. And the witnesses have been slain, with none to bury them, in Mystery Babylon, who is drunk with the blood of the Saints (Revelation 17:6).

Those who have drunk of her cup of fornication — All the kings, nobles, and potentates of the earth. Have acted the same way, and have slain the appearance of God wherever it has been brought forth. The red Dragon has stood ready to devour the Heir (Revelation 12:3-4). Is born of Mystery Jerusalem, the mother of all who are born from above, who are heirs of the promise of eternal Life. The powers of the earth have joined their power to the Dragon, who casts out floods of venom after the child brought forth by the Woman who is clothed with the sun. So now the powers of the earth take part with the Dragon, and the authority and dominion they exercise is by his power, which arises out of the bottomless pit and shall go into perdition. He has deceived the nations for a long time, and all have exercised their power against him who is the Heir of the promise, the firstborn of every creature, who is higher than the highest and greater than the greatest. They have changed his laws and made them void, and have set up the law of sin and death, and have established unrighteous laws by the power of darkness. All nations have been caught in these laws since the Dragon got power. Whoever would not obey those laws, customs, and constitutions, the Dragon and those joined to him have had power, for a time, to kill, to imprison, and to destroy. Those who have been exalted have thought to weary out the Saints of the Most High, and to root out the memorial of the just. So the Dragon and all his adherents might reign forever in the kingdom of unrighteousness and in the dominion of darkness, which is the devil’s dwelling place forever. He is at enmity against God and against the children of Light, who worship God in Spirit and Truth, in Life and righteousness.

Now the time is drawing near, and he who is the Desire of all Nations (Haggai 2:7) appears. The Ancient of Days (Daniel 7:9) is coming, whose throne is established in righteousness forever. He will break the head of the Dragon, and will lay hold upon him and chain him up, so that he deceives the nations no more (Revelation 20:2-3). And all you emperors, kings, dukes, earls, nobles, lords, and potentates who have joined him: your kingdom shall be torn from you. And your hands shall grow weak, so that you shall not be able to defend yourselves against him who travels in the greatness of his strength. He is coming up against you like a lion greedy for his prey, and will devour at once all his enemies, who thought in their hearts to reign forever and to settle themselves in iniquity forever. Now the time draws near when he will put down the authority of the Dragon and of the Beast — the Beast with many heads and horns — and their rule shall come to an end. He will dash you one against another like broken pitchers, until you are consumed and brought to nothing, and worn out like a moth-eaten garment. He will overthrow your laws and customs, which were made in the night of ignorance and blindness, and will change your customs and the times, and will bring the earth back into its first purity. You that have ruled shall serve and pay tribute. As you have had a time of rejoicing over the witnesses (who troubled your earthly and devilish peace) and slain them as sheep for the slaughter, a time of mourning is coming upon you, when you shall say, Alas, alas! For your glory shall pass away, and your renown shall wither. And your dominion shall grow so weak that you shall not be able to resist him who travels in the greatness of his strength, and treads the winepress of the wrath of God (Revelation 19:15). He is mighty and strong, to judge the Whore and all who have committed fornication with her, who have drunk of her cup and are inflamed with adultery. They cannot cease from sin, but burn in envy against the appearing of the Manchild, who is Heir of the promise — yes, of Life everlasting — born here to the inheritance which is incorruptible. To him all power belongs, both in heaven and earth. He will subdue the lower power and the powers of darkness and tread them under foot. And all who act from that power which is below the Life, below the Truth, below the Light — that power he will tread down under foot. And with it, all whom he brings out of the grave and raises above the grave. For that power stands only in the earth, where unrighteousness dwells.

Your teachers and diviners, O Earth, preach a divination of their own brain and from the imagination of their own hearts. They have made you believe, O you powers of the earth who are in the Fall, in the transgression of the Life, that you were the higher powers — every emperor, king, duke, earl, noble, and lord. And that all were to bow to your wills, however contrary those wills have been to God. But they must know that there is one higher than the highest, who is King of Kings and Lord of Lords (Revelation 19:16), who alone will judge the hearts of his people and their consciences. He will not give his glory to another, though you have long usurped it since the days of the apostasy. You would have had everyone bow to that power which has transgressed the Life and gone from the power of God.

Oh, long has been the night of ignorance and darkness, and great has been the apostasy in the earth since the days of the Apostles — since the false Christs and false prophets entered into the world. Christ said they should come, and cry, lo here, and lo there, and should deceive many (Matthew 24:23-24). Yes, all the world wondered after the Beast, and John saw that it all lay in wickedness. The time Christ prophesied of came to be fulfilled in the days of John. And he saw it: many false prophets and antichrists had gone out into the world — out from the Life, out from the Truth, out from the Light in which the Saints had fellowship, who wrote forth the Scriptures. John said they had gone into the world, and he said the whole world lay in wickedness. So they went from holiness into wickedness, and from the Father’s love into the love of the world. And Peter and Jude, who lived in the same age, saw those who went in the error of Balaam, and in the way of Cain, and in gainsaying the power, being turned from it like Korah (Jude 1:11). And their hearts were exercised with covetous practices.

*   *   *
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