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The Word of the Lord Against the Town of Kendal (1654)


This is one of Francis Howgill’s earliest and most thunderous prophetic broadsides, written in 1654 against the Westmorland town of Kendal. It was a place where the first Friends had been mocked, stoned, and dragged before magistrates. Howgill speaks not in his own voice but as a herald of divine judgment, pronouncing doom upon rulers, priests, and people alike in the cadences of the Hebrew prophets and the book of Revelation. The chapter gathers three connected pieces: the central warning to Kendal, a wider address “to all who have eyes and yet are blind,” and a remarkable personal word delivered by Howgill to Oliver Cromwell himself in St. James’s Park. Read it as a window into the white-hot urgency of the early Quaker movement. A handful of convinced men believed the day of the Lord had truly dawned, and they were willing to confront the most powerful man in England with it. Watch how Howgill weaves Sodom, Pharaoh, Michael the Prince, and the two-edged sword into a single relentless declaration that the powers of the earth must bow before the Lamb.





	Howgill, commanded to “write and declare,” pronounces the Lord’s judgment against Kendal for despising God’s name and persecuting his servants.

	He lists God’s mighty works among the people — signs, wonders, healings, the raising of the spiritually dead — and contrasts them with the people’s mockery and violence.

	A second address turns to all who are spiritually blind and deaf, proclaiming open war between Michael the Prince and the inhabitants of the earth.

	He denounces those who defend their gospel with clubs and swords, contrasting carnal weapons with the spiritual weapons of the true saints.

	A closing section records Howgill’s personal message to Oliver Cromwell, warning him not to re-establish oppressive laws or limit the Spirit of God.

	Throughout, Howgill calls the persecutors to repentance so that they may be hidden in the day of the Lord’s fierce anger.






The word of the Lord came to me, saying: Write and declare against that bloody town of Kendal, and leave it without excuse.

Fear, you who pretend to be rulers, and you that pretend to be teachers, and you the people. The trumpet of the Lord is sounded. Gather yourselves together, for I will plead with you. Your iniquities have come up before me, and your transgression has come into my ears. Woe and misery are coming upon you. You shall be as Sodom and Gomorrah, and as Admah and Zeboim (Genesis 19:24) — desolation and a cry. A cry, lamentation, howling, bitterness, and sorrow shall come upon you unawares. The sword of the Lord is drawn against you. It is sharpened for a great slaughter, and you shall be cut off, because you have despised my name and trodden under foot my precepts, and walked after your own wills and the imagination of your own hearts.

And yet, says the Lord, they say I am among them. Woe to you, hypocrites! I am weary of you and of all your profession. It stinks in my nostrils, and I abhor it as much as if you slew a man. You have slain my Son. You have mocked my prophets and despised my messengers, whom I sent early and late to forewarn you of the evil to come. Have I not wrought signs and wonders among you, as ever was in any day or from the beginning? Have I not made the mountains tumble down in your sight? Have I not caused my judgments to fall upon those who set themselves against me? Have I not cleansed the lepers? Have I not quickened and raised out of the grave those who were dead in sins and trespasses (Ephesians 2:1)? Have I not brought down the proud? Have I not exalted the lowly? Have I not caused the weak things to confound the wise (1 Corinthians 1:27)? Have I not sent signs among you, and sent my servants to declare against you, as I did to Nineveh (Jonah 3:1-4)? And have you not heard it? Have I not commanded my servants to go bare and naked in your sight? They were a sign to you that your covering is now rent. Your garment is to be torn, and you shall be left naked and bare. You shall be made a mock and a proverb to all, as my servants have been made a mock and a proverb to you. I will scatter you in my indignation, and I will cause my fury to rest upon you, until I have consumed you.

Hear me, you rulers who rule by your own wills, and you false prophets who cry peace to this people, and all you people who delight in lies. Is not all manner of wickedness committed among you? There is pride, covetousness, oppression, persecution, mocking, stoning, and imprisoning. You drag before magistrates those who are made to do my will and to declare against you. You strive against me, says the Lord. You cry a confederacy, you consult together, you plot, you call all your enchanters against me. Thus says the Lord: you shall be broken as Pharaoh, and go down to the pit with Egypt, Meshech and Tubal, and all the uncircumcised (Ezekiel 32:26). Woe is me — the spoiler has come against you, and blackness covers you, and a consumption is entering into your bones. My eye shall not spare, my hand shall not pity, but it will bring this upon you.

Howl and lament, you oaks! You mountains, cleave asunder! And all you people, both great and small, be astonished. Put on sackcloth, put your mouths in the dust, for I will make my fury pass over you, and none shall be able to deliver you, says the Lord. Write this; let them know. But they will not hear, until I have caused my fire to burn them up, and there is no remedy.

Written from the Spirit of the living God by me, who am a witness for his name, whom the world does not know. — F. H.

To all you who have eyes and yet are blind, who have ears and yet are deaf, and have hearts and yet cannot understand, to you am I moved to declare

The Lord is proclaiming himself to be King, and all the mountains, and every isle, and every oak of Bashan, and all the cedars of Lebanon (Isaiah 2:13), and all who rule as kings and conquerors, shall bow. Hear, you deaf! The trumpet is blown, the standard is lifted up. There is open war proclaimed between Michael our Prince (Revelation 12:7) and all the inhabitants of the earth. Arm yourselves, O you mountains, and gather yourselves on heaps, O you isles. The glittering sword of the Lord is drawn, and a fire is before him, and you will all be found as stubble (Obadiah 1:18). You are all to be slain, heaps upon heaps, and to go down with all the uncircumcised rulers and people into the pit.

The Lord, the mighty Jehovah, is revealing himself from heaven in flames of fire, to render vengeance upon all the workers of iniquity (2 Thessalonians 1:8). For you have slain the heir of the vineyard. You are killing his prophets and imprisoning his saints. To you all — professors, rulers, and priests — who say you are Jews and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan (Revelation 2:9). I speak in plainness of speech to you all, who live in all the abominations of the heathen and yet say you love Christ. Do you not now call the master of the house Beelzebub (Matthew 10:25)? Do you not mock and set your mouths awry, you sons of the adulteress, at the light of Christ, which enlightens everyone who comes into the world (John 1:9)?

That light led all the saints into purity and up to God, and this you call natural; and those who witness redemption by the Son, you call blasphemers. Christ, whom you profess and yet do not know, was accounted a blasphemer by your generation. And all the apostles and saints were persecuted by your generation as evildoers, as despisers of government, as disturbers of the peace, and as leaders of the people into iniquity. They were counted as the offscouring of all things (1 Corinthians 4:13), as sheep for the slaughter (Romans 8:36). Many of them were put to death and to prison by that generation which professed God and said they had his ordinances, yet slew those who professed him and kept his statutes.

If you are not willfully blind, are you not doing the same now — mocking, dragging, imprisoning, bringing before magistrates those who witness Jesus Christ in them, and because they bear witness against all sin? Did ever any of the saints of God persecute, imprison, or drag before magistrates, and falsely accuse anyone? Did ever the saints complain to any authority to guard them? Hear, you whited tombs, you painted sepulchres: what gospel is this you profess? What God is this you serve, that must be defended with clubs, swords, rulers, and carnal weapons? The saints, who had the everlasting gospel, said their weapons were not carnal but spiritual, and yet they were mighty through God to beat down strongholds (2 Corinthians 10:4), even principalities and powers, thrones and dominions. But your gospel and ministry can do nothing without a sword.

All people see where you are and what you are doing. You run headlong to ruin. Those who were despised by that generation of Pharisees and professors, in which you stand, were a burdensome stone, upon which all that opposed broke themselves (Zechariah 12:3). So this generation, whom you set at nought, you shall be made to bow before, and to throw down your crowns before them, and before the Lamb, who is our leader and guide — glory to him forevermore. It is hard for you to kick against the pricks (Acts 9:5), for we witness that the two-edged sword of the Lord shall bathe itself in the blood of his enemies, and shall be made fat with slaughter.

O you mountains, you shall become a plain for the ransomed to come over you. All your profession shall be as stubble, and you shall be left naked and bare, and nothing shall be able to cover you, because you are crucifiers of Christ and the saints. Repent, that you may be hidden in the day of his fierce anger, which is to come upon all the workers of iniquity.

The Word of the Lord, which Francis Howgill was moved to declare and write to Oliver Cromwell, who is named Lord Protector

The word of the Lord came to me on the last day of the first month, about the ninth hour, as I was waiting upon the Lord, and waiting in James’s Park at London.

Friend, I was moved of the Lord to come to you, to declare the word of the Lord as I was moved, and to deal plainly with you, as I was commanded. I came not to petition you for anything, but to declare what the Lord had revealed to me concerning you. And when I had delivered what I was commanded, you questioned it, whether it was the word of the Lord or not, and sought by your reason to put it off. We have waited some days since, but cannot speak to you. Therefore I was moved to write to you, and clear my conscience, and to leave you.

Therefore hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord: I chose you out of all the nation, when you were little in your own eyes, and threw down the mountains and the powers of the earth before you, which had established wickedness by a law. I cut them down, and broke the yokes and bonds of the oppressor, and made them stoop before you. I made them as a plain before you, that you passed over them and trod upon their necks. But thus says the Lord: now your heart is not upright before me. You take counsel, and not from me. You are establishing peace, but not by me. You are setting up laws, but not by me. My name is not feared, nor am I sought after, but your own wisdom you establish.
*   *   *
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