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Part I · Women's Speaking Justified

Margaret Fell's landmark 1667 tract — written from Lancaster Castle — marshals the whole of Scripture to prove that where the Spirit of God is poured upon a woman, she may and must speak.


The Objection, and God's Mind Concerning Women

Margaret Fell · 1667.

Source: Women's Speaking Justified, Proved, and Allowed of by the Scriptures (London, 1667), corrected edition; modernized from the Quaker Heritage Press transcription.

Fell states the clergy's objection drawn from Paul, then turns to the first creation and the fall to show that God made male and female in one image and set enmity between the woman's seed and the serpent.




[This tract was published under the fuller title: "Women's Speaking Justified, Proved, and Allowed of by the Scriptures, all such as speak by the Spirit and Power of the Lord Jesus. And how Women were the first that preached the tidings of the Resurrection of Jesus, and were sent by Christ's own command before He ascended to the Father, John 20:17."].

The Objection Answered

Many have raised an objection against women's speaking in the Church. It has been urged several times by the clergy and ministers and by others. By it they would have women condemned for meddling in the things of God. The ground of this objection is taken from the Apostle's words. He wrote them in his first Epistle to the Corinthians, chapter 14, verses 34 and 35, and also to Timothy in his first Epistle, chapter 2, verses 11 and 12. How far these men wrong the Apostle's intent in these Scriptures I will show clearly when I come to them in their order. But first let me set down how God himself has shown his will and mind concerning women, and toward women.

The First Creation

When God created man in his own image, he created them male and female:.

In the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. And God blessed them, and God said unto them, "Be fruitful, and multiply"; and God said, "Behold, I have given you of every herb," and so on (Genesis 1).


Here God joins them together in his own image, and makes no such distinctions and differences as men do. For though they are weak, he is strong; and he said to the Apostle:.

My grace is sufficient for thee, and my strength is made perfect in weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9).


And the Lord has chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty, and the things which are despised, to bring to nothing the things that are. So God has put no such difference between the male and the female as men would make.

The Fall and the Promise

When God said, "If you eat, your eyes shall be opened," the woman saw that the fruit was good to make one wise. It is true that the Serpent), who was more subtle than any beast of the field, came to the woman with his temptations and with a lie. His subtlety judged her more inclined to listen to him than the man was. So the temptation entered her, and she ate, and gave to her husband, and he ate also. Thus they were both drawn into the transgression and disobedience.

Therefore God spoke to Adam when he had hidden himself. He asked him whether he had eaten of the tree he was commanded not to eat. Adam answered, "The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree I ate." Then the Lord said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?" And she said, "The Serpent beguiled me. And I ate." Here the woman spoke the truth to the Lord.

See what the Lord says in the fifteenth verse, after he had pronounced sentence on the Serpent:.

I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel (Genesis 3:15).


Let this word of the Lord, which was from the beginning, stop the mouths of all who oppose women's speaking in the power of the Lord. For he has put enmity between the woman and the Serpent. If the seed of the woman does not speak, the seed of the Serpent speaks. Since God has put enmity between the two seeds, it is plain that those who speak against the woman and her seed's speaking speak out of the enmity of the old Serpent's seed. And God has fulfilled his promise:.

When the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons (Galatians 4:4-5).





The Church as a Woman, and Christ's Regard for Women

Margaret Fell · 1667.

Source: Women's Speaking Justified, Proved, and Allowed of by the Scriptures (London, 1667), corrected edition; modernized from the Quaker Heritage Press transcription.

The Lord calls his Church by the name of woman; and Christ in his own life honoured the woman of Samaria, and Martha and Mary, above the wisdom of men.




The Church as Woman

Moreover the Lord is pleased, when he mentions his Church, to call her by the name of woman. He says by his prophets:.

I have called thee as a woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, and as a wife of youth (Isaiah 54). How long wilt thou go about, O thou backsliding daughter? For the Lord has created a new thing in the earth: a woman shall compass a man (Jeremiah 31:22).


And David, speaking of Christ and his Church, says:.

The king's daughter is all glorious within; her clothing is of wrought gold. She shall be brought unto the king in raiment of needlework; with gladness and rejoicing shall they be brought, and shall enter into the king's palace (Psalm 45).


And King Solomon, in his Song, speaking of Christ and his Church, says:.

If thou know not, O thou fairest among women, go thy way forth by the footsteps of the flock (Song of Solomon 1:8).


And John, when he saw the wonder in heaven, saw a woman:.

A woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars; and there appeared another wonder in heaven, a great red dragon, ready to devour her child. Here the enmity of the dragon appears (Revelation 12).


Thus much may prove that the Church of Christ is represented as a woman. Those who speak against the woman's speaking speak against the Church of Christ, and against the seed of the woman, which seed is Christ. That is to say, they speak against the power and Spirit of the Lord in a woman. They oppose her merely because of her sex, not regarding the seed and Spirit and power that speaks in her. Such people speak against Christ and his Church, and are of the seed of the Serpent, in which the enmity lodges.

Christ's Example

God the Father made no such difference in the first creation, nor ever since, between the male and the female. Always, out of his mercy and loving-kindness, he had regard to the weak. And his Son, Christ Jesus, confirms the same thing:.

The Pharisees came to him and asked whether it was lawful for a man to put away his wife. He answered, "Have you not read that he who made them at the beginning made them male and female, and said, 'For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave. To his wife, and they two shall be one flesh'? Wherefore they are no more two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let no man put asunder" (Matthew 19:4-6).


The Woman of Samaria

Again, Christ Jesus came to the city of Samaria, where Jacob's well was, and where the woman of Samaria was. You may read in John 4 how he was pleased to preach the everlasting gospel to her. When the woman said, "I know that when the Messiah comes, he will tell us all things," Jesus said to her, "I that speak unto thee am he". This is more than he ever said in plain words to man or woman that we read of before he suffered.

He also spoke to Martha, when she said she knew that her brother would rise again at the last day:.

I am the resurrection and the life. He that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Do you believe this? She answered, "Yes, Lord, I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God" (John 11:25-27).


Here she showed her true and saving faith, which few at that day so believed on him.




The Women at the Anointing and the Resurrection

Margaret Fell · 1667.

Source: Women's Speaking Justified, Proved, and Allowed of by the Scriptures (London, 1667), corrected edition; modernized from the Quaker Heritage Press transcription.

The woman who anointed Jesus, and the women who kept watch at the sepulchre, were the first witnesses and messengers of the resurrection, sent by Christ himself.




The Woman Who Anointed Jesus

That woman who came to Jesus with an alabaster box of very precious ointment poured it on his head as he sat at supper. By this she showed that she knew more of the secret power and wisdom of God than his disciples did, who were filled with indignation against her. Therefore Jesus said:.

Why trouble ye the woman? For she has wrought a good work upon me. Verily I say unto you, wherever this gospel shall be preached in the whole world, there shall also this that this woman has done be told for a memorial of her (Matthew 26:7-13).


Luke tells the same story more fully:.

She was a sinner, and stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the ointment. And when Jesus saw the heart of the Pharisee who had invited him, he turned to the woman and said, "Simon, do you see this woman? You gave me no water for my feet, but she has washed my feet with tears and wiped them with the hair of her head. You gave me no kiss, but this woman since I came in has not ceased to kiss my feet. My head with oil you did not anoint, but this woman has anointed my feet with ointment. Therefore I say unto you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven her; for she loved much" (Luke 7:36-50).


There were also many women who followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to him, and stood far off when he was crucified (Matthew 27:55; Mark 15:40-41). Even the women of Jerusalem wept for him. But he turned to them and said:.

Weep not for me, ye daughters of Jerusalem, but weep for yourselves and for your children (Luke 23:27-28).


And certain women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities — Mary Magdalene, and Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and many others — ministered to him of their substance (Luke 8:2-3).

The Women at the Resurrection

Now we see that Jesus owned the love and grace that appeared in women, and did not despise it. By what the Scriptures record, he received as much love, kindness, and tender dealing from women as from any others. This was so both in his lifetime and after his enemies had done their cruelty upon him. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses beheld where he was laid. When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome brought sweet spices to anoint him.

*   *   *
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