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A Woman Forbidden to Speak in the Church


The priests used one verse to silence women—"let your women keep silence in the churches." In this 1654 tract Richard Farnsworth turns that verse into a sweeping argument. He asks what the true Church really is and who is fit to speak in it. The Church, he insists, is a spiritual house built upon the prophets and apostles, where nothing may speak but the Holy Ghost and the Spirit of Truth. What Paul forbade was not the Spirit of God in any vessel, male or female, but the carnal wisdom gathered out of books and schools—the same hireling learning the formal priests still trade for money. Watch how Farnsworth marshals Deborah, the daughters who prophesy, and Paul's own women fellow-laborers to show that God will pour out his Spirit upon sons and daughters alike. It is a fierce, scripture-soaked defense of spiritual worship against the lettered religion of his day.




The Church is in God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, as Paul and Silvanus wrote to the Thessalonians; and it is precious. The Saints' bodies are made fit temples for the Holy Ghost to dwell in. They are made a fit habitation for God through the Spirit, built upon the foundation of the prophets and the apostles of the Lord Jesus. In him all the building, fitly framed together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord (built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Ephesians 2:20-22). In this Church all are taught of God, as it is written in the prophets (all your children shall be taught of the Lord, Isaiah 54:13). The same is written in Jeremiah 31:33-34, and likewise in Hebrews 8:10-11.


And Jesus Christ says in John 14:


I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; even the Spirit of Truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it sees him not, neither knows him: but you know him, for he dwells with you, and shall be in you. (John 14:16-17)




Now nothing is to speak in this Church, which is spiritual, but that which is spiritual—even the Holy Ghost, which is invisible and incomprehensible. The woman, or the wisdom of the flesh, is forbidden to speak in the Church concerning the things of God. For that which is flesh is flesh, and the natural man, he knows not the things of God. They are foolishness to him, neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned (the natural man receives not the things of the Spirit of God, 1 Corinthians 2:14).


So the carnal-minded man, he says that a woman, or the female kind, ought not to speak in the Church. But the first birth, either in man or woman—the carnal part—has nothing to do with speaking in the Church, for it knows not the things of God. Every man by nature is a child of wrath, and he is forbidden to speak with his carnal wisdom, which he gathered out of books and studies; for that nature is adulterated from God. Nothing must speak in the Church in God but the Holy Ghost, and that may speak in the temple, either in male or female. Nothing must speak in the Church but the Spirit of Truth, whom the world and carnal-minded ones know not.


God is a Spirit, and they that know him know him to be so; and none know him but they that are spiritual. For Jesus Christ says, "Except you be born again, you cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven" (John 3:3). That which is flesh is flesh, and it knows not the things of God, neither in male nor female, but is adulterated from God. But that which is spirit is spirit, and is born of God, whether in male or female; that one knows him, and that one is permitted to speak in the temple. None can call Jesus Lord but by the Holy Ghost (1 Corinthians 12:3), and the manifestation of the Spirit is given to profit withal (1 Corinthians 12:7).


The Spirit of the Lord was made manifest through the female kind, as women in former ages, and it was profitable. For Deborah had the manifestation of the Spirit of God ruling in her, by which she—or the Lord in her—did administer justice to the Israelites, who were the Church and people of God. She was a judge in Israel, and she judged Israel (Deborah, a prophetess, judged Israel, Judges 4:4). She prophesied to Barak that, near the river Kishon, the Lord would deliver Sisera, the captain of Jabin's army, into his hand. See the notable acts that the Lord did by the prophetess his servant Deborah—read in Judges chapters 4 and 5.


And the Lord has said he will pour out his Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and daughters shall prophesy (I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Joel 2:28). He does not say that flesh shall prophesy, neither in sons nor daughters—that is forbidden to speak. What is permitted, either in son or daughter, is the Spirit that prophesies and foretells of the things of God. The manifestation of the Spirit is given to profit withal in a daughter as well as in a son, that God may speak where he dwells in his temple.


Let all carnal wisdom in male as well as in female keep silence, for that is not permitted to speak; it is adulterated from God, and the natural man knows not the things of God. He that is joined to a harlot is one body (he which is joined to an harlot is one body, 1 Corinthians 6:16), and that must be judged and cast out by the Spirit of Truth, judgment being brought forth into victory. Let the Truth declare itself, but let all flesh be silent till the Spirit be poured out, either in son or daughter. For all the wisdom of the world, it knows not God, who is a Spirit; and he chooses the weak things of this world to confound the things which are mighty (God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty, 1 Corinthians 1:27-29).


The woman is counted the weaker vessel. But the Lord fills that vessel full of his wisdom and rules it by his holy Spirit, dwelling in his temple and declaring himself through it by his Son Jesus Christ. It is for the praise of the glory of his grace, that no flesh might glory in his sight. For that must be trodden under foot: fleshly wisdom and carnal reason, both in male and female. So the Lord may be all in all in the creature, making them fit temples for his holy Spirit to dwell in (you are the temple of God, 1 Corinthians 3:16). Then he may speak in his temple, in the female as well as the male.


The body, it is but the temple; it is the man-child Christ Jesus, where he is born up into the understanding, that is to declare the Father's will. That is permitted to speak: the Spirit of Truth, which the world cannot receive (John 14:16-17, 26). But carnal wisdom and fleshly imaginations are not permitted, for they are out of covenant with God. They must be burnt up by the Spirit of Truth before the temple be fitted and prepared for the Master's use. For nothing must speak in the Church but the Spirit of the living God. Let all flesh keep silence, for that is not permitted to speak in any.


And Paul, he was made a minister not by the will of man, but by the will of God, who revealed his Son in him (it pleased God to reveal his Son in me, Galatians 1:15-16). And "your daughters shall prophesy" (Acts 2:17-18). And the same man which had four daughters which were virgins, they did prophesy (Acts 21:8-9).


And he says, all may prophesy one by one, that all may learn and all may be comforted. And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets (you may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted, 1 Corinthians 14:30-31). It is the Spirit that is to prophesy, and it is the Spirit that is to speak in the Church; and where the Spirit is made manifest, it is profitable to others. None can call Jesus Lord but by the Holy Ghost. And he says, "Let your women keep silence in the churches," and so forth—for, says he, it is a shame for women to speak in the church. But he does not say, let the Spirit of God keep silence in the temple. That may declare where it is manifested, either in male or female; and then it is the man Christ that speaks in them. For great is the mystery of godliness, Christ in you the hope of glory (Colossians 1:27); and his sheep, they hear his voice. If any man has an ear to hear, let him hear what the Spirit says.


For thus says the Lord by the Holy Ghost: Let no man deceive you. If any man among you seem to be wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he may be made wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God; for it is written, He takes the wise in their own craftiness; and the Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain (1 Corinthians 3:18-20). Man by his carnal wisdom is foolish in the things of God. He would compare spiritual things with carnal things, because his wisdom and understanding is altogether carnal; for to be carnally minded is death (Romans 8:6). But the Holy Ghost reaches to compare spiritual things with spiritual, because they are spiritually discerned; and the natural man knows them not, for they are foolishness unto him (1 Corinthians 2:11-14).


Now the Scriptures were not spoken forth by the will of man, nor by the carnal mind; and the false wisdom, if it had the carnal mind, could not have understood them. But as they were spoken forth by the Holy Ghost—which the carnal mind or fallen wisdom knows not—therefore the Scriptures are a mystery to the fallen nature in man. He reads, but does not understand, for the life of them is hid from his carnal mind; and so he argues from them carnally. But now he can deceive none but blind men and fools like himself, for a wise man's eyes are in his head, which is Christ; and he sees that the Scriptures need not an orthodox key. For holy men of God, as they were moved, they spoke them forth by the Holy Ghost (holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost, 2 Peter 1:19-21).


And where that is made manifest again, it reads them plainly. But till then they read, and know not what—as the worldly wise-men and the Sir Simons do now, that get perching up into a high place. Such a place the Pharisees used, who were enemies to Jesus Christ then, as they are now. They are called of men "masters," as they were, and without money will they do nothing. But now the key of David is found again, and it turns about freely to unfold the mystery that has been hid, and reveals the mystery both to sons and daughters, according to the promise of the Lord.


So the woman Jezebel has so long borne rule in the synagogue of Satan—where Simon Magus did rule, that sold the letter for money. But she will not now be permitted to speak in the Church, but cast out. For the wisdom of the flesh must not be suffered to usurp authority over the man-child, the Spirit of Truth; for he will rule, and divinations will be made void (that frustrates the tokens of the liars, and makes diviners mad, Isaiah 44:24-25). Such as you proud priests are, that sell the letter without the Spirit, and speak divinations of your own brains, and not from the mouth of the Lord. Such must now be stopped, and not permitted to speak in the Church, nor of the things of God, by their carnal wisdom, which is foolishness with God.
*   *   *



This is a free sample.

You've reached the end of the preview of
The Collected Tracts of Richard Farnsworth, Volume I: The Spirit Speaking in Man.

The complete Friends Illuminated edition — fully modernized, carefully
formatted, and ready to read — is available now.

Read the full edition →

Friends Illuminated · Quaker classics in clear modern English
friendsilluminated.com

nav.xhtml

Contents


		Title Page


		Sample Chapter


		Get the Full Edition







images/cover.jpg
RICHARD FARNSWORTH

The Spirit
Speaking in Man

L

"VOLUME 1

The Collected Tracts
c.1630 — 1666

On the Inward Light, Silent Worship,
Plain Speech &9 the Spirit’s Freedom

illuminated

—

= A Modern Edition - 2026






