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Genesis: The Creation, the Fall, and the Flood


Thomas Ellwood opens his Sacred History with the six days of creation and the first age of mankind, from Adam and Eve in the garden through Cain's murder of Abel, the long-lived patriarchs, and the corruption that brought God's judgment on the earth. The narrative culminates in the great flood, the preservation of Noah and his family in the ark, and God's rainbow covenant that such a deluge would never be repeated. Throughout, Ellwood weaves together the biblical text with scholarly commentary and his own reflections on divine providence.





	The six days of creation and God's day of rest

	The Garden of Eden, the formation of woman, and the institution of marriage

	The temptation and fall of Adam and Eve; God's curse and their expulsion from the garden

	Cain's murder of Abel, his punishment, and his descendants

	The line of Seth and the corruption of the godly by intermarriage with Cain's offspring

	Noah's ark, the flood, and God's covenant of the rainbow






From the creation to the flood, more than sixteen hundred years passed. Yet the historical account of things, as they stand recorded in the holy text, is very short. Only the chief matters are delivered, and those briefly. Of these, the first most remarkable is the admirable order of the creation, by which the chaos was reduced into form and divided into six days' work.


In the first day, the spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters, and God said, "Let there be light, and there was light" (Genesis 1:3). Light was brought forth by that effective word. It is observable that the first thing which we read God pronounced good was the light: "God saw the light that it was good" (Genesis 1:4). But he did not see it good that the light should be intermixed with darkness. Therefore he "divided the light from the darkness" (Genesis 1:4). The light, thus separated from the darkness, "God called day," and "the darkness he called night" (Genesis 1:5).


In the second day, God said, "Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters; and it was so" (Genesis 1:6-8). For God by that word made the firmament (that is, spread forth the expansum, or convex, which we call the firmament) "and divided the waters which were under the firmament, from the waters which were above the firmament. And God called the firmament heaven."


In the third day, God said, "Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land appear; and it was so. And God called the dry land earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he seas" (Genesis 1:9-10). Now the second time we read that God saw it was good.


Here it may not be amiss to observe that what, in verse 1 (Genesis 1:1), the translators render "In the beginning," some other learned men render "In wisdom" instead. The text would then read: "In wisdom God created the heaven and the earth".


Dr. Gell, in his Essay towards the Amendment of the Last English Translation of the Bible, page 2, tells us the Targum of Jerusalem turns it so. He approves that version, saying it is no other than what David expresses in Psalm 104.


Having paraphrased the works of God in the creation, David breaks forth into admiration (Psalm 104:24): "O Lord, how manifold are thy works, in wisdom hast thou made them all". In Psalm 136:5, he likewise praises God as the one who "by wisdom made the heavens".


Here by wisdom is understood the Son of God, by whom, says the evangelist (John 1:3), "all things were made". The apostle confirms this: "By (or in) him were all things created that are in heaven, and that are in earth" (Colossians 1:16). He is called also "the beginning of the creation of God" (Revelation 3:14).


So if we read the text as "In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth," we are by "beginning" to understand Christ the Son of God. He sets himself forth under the name of wisdom (Proverbs 8). Dr. Gell tells us the interlineary gloss interprets in principio as in filio suo -- in his Son.


But if the words "in the beginning" be understood of time, and of the order of the creation, this may raise a doubt. Were the heaven and the earth, in a strict sense, created in the beginning, that is, were they the beginning, or first part, of the creation? For the heaven was set in the second day's work, and the earth in the third. Since a third and a second imply a first, it seems improper to call the third day, or the second day, the beginning. But the whole work, and every part of it, both first and last, was undoubtedly made in wisdom. Of this I give a touch only. Let us now go forward.


The earth thus drained of the waters, the next work was to give it a prolific virtue. So God said, "Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit-tree yielding fruit after its kind, whose seed is in itself upon the earth; and it was so" (Genesis 1:11-12). Here again it is said that God saw it was good.


In the fourth day God said, "Let there be lights in the firmament of heaven, to divide the day from the night, and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days and years. And let them be for lights in the heaven, to give light upon the earth; and it was so" (Genesis 1:14-19). For God made two great lights, both great, but one greater than the other. The greater, which is the sun, was to rule the day, and the lesser, which is the moon, to rule the night. He made the stars also. God set them in the firmament of heaven to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good.


In the fifth day, God said, "Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that has life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven" (Genesis 1:20-23). So God created great whales, and every living creature that moves, which the waters brought forth abundantly after their kind, and every winged fowl after its kind. God saw that it was good. He blessed them: "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas; and let fowl multiply in the earth".


From those words in verse 20 (Genesis 1:20), "Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that has life, and fowl," etc., an opinion has arisen that fowls took their origin wholly from the water. But in chapter 2, verse 19 (Genesis 2:19), we read, "Out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air". From this another opinion has sprung: that fowls derive their beginning from the earth. These are the two extremes, so the middle may well be the right view -- that they had their origin partly from the waters, and partly from the earth. This Tremellius and Junius favour. It might also make the flesh of fowls less gross than that of beasts, yet more firm than that of fishes.


In the sixth and last day's work, God first added to the fertility of the earth, which before brought forth only vegetables, the production of animals. He said, "Let the earth bring forth the living creature after its kind, cattle and creeping things, and beasts of the earth after their kinds; and it was so. And God saw that it was good" (Genesis 1:24-25).


Now, after all the other parts of the creation were finished in their beautiful order fit for the reception and use of man, God altered his style. Before, he only said, "Let this or that be so or so." But now God said:



"Let us make man (or Adam) in our image after our likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth" (Genesis 1:26).




For male and female created he them, chapter 5, verse 2 (Genesis 5:2).


In this, besides the divine image in which man was made, the origination of man may be justly accounted more noble and honourable than that of any of the rest of the creatures. They were produced by a word spoken, but God is said to have formed man, Genesis 2:7. Man is called the workmanship of God, Ephesians 2:10, and the offspring of God, Acts 17:28. And though the matter man was formed of was only the dust of the ground, yet God breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man thereby became a living soul.


Man, thus excellently made, was blessed by God, both male and female, with two great blessings: fruitfulness and dominion.



The Lord God said to them: "Be fruitful and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every thing that moves upon the earth" (Genesis 1:28). See Psalm 8.




Then, appointing to man for food every seeding herb and the fruit of every seeding tree, and to the beasts, fowls, and creeping things every green herb, God took a general survey of his whole work. He pronounced it very good.


After the work of creation was finished and a day of rest had succeeded, the next historical remark we meet with is God's planting a garden eastward in Eden, with its description and bounds. He put there the man whom he had formed, and appointed him to dress and keep it. With this came the general permission and the particular prohibition of what to eat and what to abstain from. Then follows the naming of the creatures by Adam, as the Lord caused them to come before him. After this comes the description of the formation of woman.


The Lord had declared that it was not good for the man to be alone, and that therefore he would make him a help fit for him. So he caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, for so was he called from the red earth of which he was made. And while Adam slept, God took out one of his ribs and closed up the flesh in its place. He made or built the rib into a woman, and brought her to the man. Adam, aware of what the Lord had done, said as soon as he saw the woman, "This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh. She shall be called woman, because she was taken out of man. Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife, and they shall be one flesh" (Genesis 2:23-24). This was the divine institution of marriage, with its law, in the naked innocence and unblushing simplicity of the man and his wife, while they lived in the delightful garden of Eden.


But from this state of innocence and happiness they fell, being betrayed by the malice and guile of an adversary. Who he was, and how he came to be so, must be sought elsewhere. Moses in this account gives no record of the fall, or indeed of the creation of angels. Yet we afterwards find frequent mention in the holy scriptures of angels, both good and bad. They were all created good, as all other things were that God made. But some of them did not keep their first estate. They left their own habitation, and through pride, aspiring higher, sinned against God, and were cast down by him to hell. So we are taught by the apostles Peter and Jude, 2 Peter 2:4, Jude 6; to which some additional light is given from Job 4:18, John 8:44, and 1 John 3:8.
*   *   *



This is a free sample.

You've reached the end of the preview of
Sacred History, Volume I: The Old Testament — Genesis to Samuel.

The complete Friends Illuminated edition — fully modernized, carefully
formatted, and ready to read — is available now.

Read the full edition →

Friends Illuminated · Quaker classics in clear modern English
friendsilluminated.com

nav.xhtml

Contents


		Title Page


		Sample Chapter


		Get the Full Edition







images/cover.jpg
THOMAS ELLWOOD

Sacred
History .

A L e o s 2 )| g
. e 9%

il
1) [t

Sn ¥ Sacred History of\tB(f Old-lEJMment
i Gﬂthered and Rerold for tloe Mo, %m Reader

A Modern Edition - 2026






