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Chapter 1: The House of God Desired



The pilgrim begins where so many begin — at home, hearing others speak of a great happiness called the house of God, and longing to find it though no one can tell him the way. He hires a guide who is paid to lead seekers there. But before a single day’s journey is done, the traveler begins to suspect that his guide knows the road no better than he does, and reads it only out of a little book.






	A young man hears of the house of God and is seized with a longing to find it.

	Books written by those who had been there deepen his desire but cannot show him the way.

	A friend tells him of men appointed to guide seekers; he hires one on agreed terms.

	On the road, the guide is plainly lost, consulting a little book and wandering in circles.






In the days of my youth, when I lived at home in my father’s house, I heard many people talk of the house of God, and how whoever managed to get into it enjoyed every kind of happiness, both in this world and in the world to come. A great desire kindled in me to get into that house, if it were at all possible. Yet I did not know where it was — and neither did the people who talked of it. They had only heard the report, and they reported what they had heard. There were also some books, written by men who had been in that house, which told much of the joy and felicity they had found there. These books I got, and read them over and over, and they greatly strengthened my belief in the truth of the reports. Yet for all that, I could not tell which way was mine. But my longing was so fierce that I felt willing to leave my father’s house, my country, and everything else (compare Abram’s call to leave his country and his father’s house, Genesis 12:1). I would have traveled anywhere my legs could carry me, if only I might find this house.


One day, as I was opening my mind to a friend of mine on this subject, he readily told me that there were men appointed in every place to guide those who were willing to go there; it was their whole business, and they had nothing else to do. When I heard this I was comforted, and begged him, if he loved me, to introduce me to one of these men. He said he would, and he did. When I came to deal with the man, I told him of the fervent desire I had to reach the house of God, of which I had heard such excellent things. I said I understood he was one of those appointed to guide anyone there who was willing to go, and to persuade those who were not. He answered very readily that it was indeed his business to guide any willing soul there; and if I would agree to his terms and follow him, he would lead me to it. I asked him what his terms were. He said the way was long and would take him far from home, so I must cover his expenses, and something more besides — to all of which I agreed.


So we set out on our journey early in the morning. But before we had gone a single full day’s journey, I noticed my guide sometimes standing still and looking about him, and sometimes pulling a little book out of his pocket and reading a little to himself. This began to make me suspect that he knew the way no better than I did. Still, I said nothing, but went on following him in this manner for several days’ journey; and the farther we went, the more my guide was at a loss. Sometimes he would go a little way forward, then look around and turn off in another direction, and sometimes turn right back again for a while, and then turn once more. My suspicions grew very strong, and I began to be in great anxiety of spirit, though I said little to him about it.
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