
  [image: Cover]



A Vindication of the People of God Called Quakers


In 1660, while living in Ireland, Edward Burrough penned this forceful defense of Friends. He addressed it to three powerful figures in Irish governance: Roger Boyle (Earl of Orrery), Charles Coote (Earl of Mountrath), and Theophilus Jones. A Dublin man named George Pressick had published a book dedicated to these governors, linking Quakers with the violent Anabaptists of Münster, Germany, and accusing them of tyranny, sedition, and false doctrine. Burrough dismantles these accusations point by point, demonstrating that Friends are a peaceful, law-abiding people whose principles are rooted in Scripture and the apostolic tradition. He concludes with a series of warnings to the governors, urging them to exercise justice and mercy rather than persecution.




	Burrough opens by describing the age-old conflict between the Seed of God and the Seed of the Serpent, noting that Friends have always been a persecuted people despite their innocence.

	He then takes up the accusations in Pressick's book one by one. Pressick claims that Quakers are the same as the violent German Anabaptists and that they arose from Catholicism. He also charges that they claim exclusive access to the Spirit, that they would kill the wicked if given power, and that they reject magistrates and civil order.

	To each charge, Burrough offers a clear rebuttal grounded in Quaker principles and Scripture.

	He then presents a testimony on government, affirming that Friends acknowledge civil authority as ordained by God while insisting that no earthly power has the right to impose religious conformity.

	The tract closes with seven pointed "considerations" urging the Irish governors to rule with justice, compassion, and fear of God, warning them that persecutors throughout history have always been destroyed.








There is irreconcilable enmity between the two Seeds — namely, the Seed of God and the Seed of the Serpent. These two are always opposite and contrary to one another in nature, fruits, and effects. The Seed of the Serpent is always persecuting the Seed of God in every age and generation. Those in whom the Seed of the Serpent lives and rules are always plotting and contriving mischief and hatred against the people and servants of the Lord, in whom the Seed of God lives and reigns. As it is written, "He that is born of the flesh persecutes him that is born after the Spirit (Galatians 4:29)." This is how it has been in all generations, and this is how it is today.


Great is the opposition that is made by many through lies and slanders, through reviling and reproaching, through imprisonment and persecution, and through all manner of evil works and words against the innocent people of God called Quakers. How the hands of ungodly people have been lifted up to strike that people with many kinds of abuses! How their tongues have been set on fire to reproach, revile, and slander with all kinds of evil speaking! All of this is for righteousness' sake, and not for any wrongdoing. For who is the person, and where can they be found, who can justly charge evil upon that people, either in doctrine, faith, or practice? Or in anything relating to their religion toward God, or in relation to their conduct and dealings with others?


It is true that we have not lacked accusers before every authority. Such-and-such things have been falsely charged against us to every power that has existed since we became a people. We have been a suffering people under all of them, from everyone who has ever sat on the throne since the Lord raised us up to bear witness to his glorious name and Truth in the world.


Now the present occasion for this work is this: we now stand accused of great and heinous crimes in the view of this whole kingdom of Ireland, and more particularly before you three. These accusations appear in a book called A Brief Relation of Some Remarkable Passages of the Anabaptists in Germany, published by one George Pressick of Dublin. He dedicated it in a special manner to you, so that his work may pass with greater credit and his slanders and false accusations may be received as undoubted truths.


Now the Lord has put it into my heart to defend the cause of God and his people, so that the innocence of the upright may be cleared and no lie may rest upon the Truth. He has done this so that neither you nor anyone else may accept falsehoods for truths because of our silence. I do this by returning a plain and honest answer to the principal part of Pressick's book in which we are concerned and falsely charged. My purpose is that the false accuser may be reproved and his slanders returned to his own evil and malicious heart from which they came. I also intend that you and all people may be truly informed, and if possible, prevented from being deceived into believing falsehoods. Otherwise your hearts and hands might be stirred up to act in your authority against the people whom God has blessed — and to do so on the basis of misinformation and false accusations, without better testimony. That would be a way to destroy yourselves and to bring the unjust sufferings of the Lord's people upon your own heads, which would draw down the heavy wrath of God upon you.


I cannot flatter you with feigned words of guile, nor give you flattering titles. But I judge you to be reasonable men, able to hear and consider our defense as well as our enemy's charge. I hope you are wise enough to judge between truth and a lie and to distinguish one from the other. I suppose you are just enough to receive what you know to be truth and to reject what you know to be false, being convinced in your own consciences. As such, I must place my plea before you particularly and make my defense to your judgment seat — even to the witness of God in your consciences, that is what I intend and mean. I shall say little to the accuser himself, supposing him to be a man more full of envious raging temper than of solid and wise judgment, unlikely to receive either reproof or conviction. I have dealt with many such men in this kind of case, and I have found them so filled with prejudice that neither the authority of sound reason nor the Word of God could convince them of their evil proceedings. Therefore, before you, I shall state the particular accusations and the defense against them.


The way in which our adversary has proceeded in his accusations is obscure, yet malicious enough, and also reveals great ignorance. He tells you in his epistle that he has gathered up from several authors the most remarkable passages — both doctrine and practice — of the Anabaptists (so called) in Germany over a hundred years ago. He then charges the same things upon the Anabaptists and Quakers (as he scornfully calls them) in these days. Then he applauds you with words of high style. He praises you for being instrumental in suppressing "their insolent, tyrannical, usurped authority, which they exercise over God's people in this nation, to enslave us" (he says) "to their insatiable lusts." These are his own words in his epistle.


Answer. In answer to all this, several things are very important, which I wish to lay before you.


1. Concerning the Anabaptists (so called) in Germany, and their doctrines and practices, with the various events that took place at that time: it is not my work now to plead their cause. Nor can I justify them in their proceedings — if the accounts given of them are true. These accounts are many, and to me they do not seem credible in every respect, because I find that our sources were their enemies, who seldom give true accounts of those they hate. But whether the accounts are true or false, it is not relevant to the present case. My concern is not with a people so far away as Germany, nor with events from over a hundred years ago. I am here to clear the innocent who are now living from the present accusations of an envious man. If it were necessary, edifying, or relevant, I could say more concerning that people's appearance in Germany, but since it does not suit my occasion, I will leave it aside.


2. As for those called Anabaptists of our own age and country, I shall not plead their cause at this time, though I cannot believe they possess the spirit of murder and tyranny that your informer attributes to them. I dare not justify their judgment in every case, whether about civil or spiritual things. Nor may I lawfully clear all of them from a large measure of the spirit of ambition, covetousness, vainglory, and self-seeking, for which the Lord has justly brought them under reproof. By this time I believe some of them may see some error in their own way. I may not say more of them, except that I believe the present accusation against them by your informer comes more from bitter and perverse enmity and devouring malice than from any other motive. I do not doubt they are sufficient to answer for themselves and to clear their innocence in things where they are not guilty. If they are guilty, let them fall at their trial. I leave them to speak for themselves and will say nothing further on their behalf.


3. As for us, whom the accuser scornfully calls Quakers: he has accused us as guilty in all things along with the Anabaptists (so called) in Germany and in this nation. I say there is great difference both in judgment and practice, in civil matters and spiritual matters, between us and them, as is well known. Even if they were fully guilty of everything said about them (which I dare not believe), how can we be charged with their crimes when we and they differ in judgment and practice, as I have said? Surely your informer has shown neither good conscience nor sound reason in his proceedings. He has laid things to our charge that we never knew and has accused us of things that never entered our hearts to practice. He has, as it were, charged other people's crimes upon us who are wholly innocent, as will appear in the prosecution of this matter. I hope to make it plain that he has wronged us and abused you by dedicating falsehood for your approval and sending slanders abroad, as it were, under your name and patronage.


4. As concerning the charge itself, included in these words from your informer: "And considering how instrumental your Honours have been to suppress their insolent, tyrannical, usurped authority, which they exercise over God's people in this nation, to enslave us," etc. In these words there are very deep accusations, slanders, and unjust reproaches spoken against us. With what face (except a brazen one) we can be thus charged is almost astonishing — especially considering that we have ourselves been a suffering people under every authority since the time the Lord raised us up. We have never had any outward authority in this nation. All were cast out of every place and power, both civil and military, the moment they became one with us in our way. This has been the manner of dealing with us by all who have ever ruled.


Yet we are most unjustly charged with exercising "insolent, tyrannical, usurped authority" in this nation. He says "their insolent" and "they exercise" — meaning the Quakers. Yet it is plain, as I have shown, that we have never exercised any outward authority at all but have been a suffering people under all authorities to this day. Therefore I appeal to the witness of God in your own consciences: how great is this slander, and how false this accusation. How wicked is our adversary in accusing us before you of things you so well know are utterly and detestably false. The accuser and his accusations are to be condemned together.
*   *   *
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