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A Presentation to London.


In this 1659 tract, Edward Burrough, a leading Quaker minister, responds to a petition from London's apprentices calling for armed resistance against the army and religious dissenters to protect the established church, universities, and Parliament. Written amid the political turmoil following the collapse of the Protectorate, Burrough urges humility, repentance for national sins, and trust in God's providence over human violence. He includes a separate address to the restored Parliament, portraying their authority as a divine instrument for judgment but warning of their imminent downfall if they persecute the innocent.




	Burrough counters the apprentices' petition by attributing England's woes to widespread sin, not sectaries, and warns that violence will only invite more divine wrath.

	He asserts that true gospel ministry and the church require no carnal defense from apprentices or anyone else—God alone upholds his work.

	Criticizing the universities as hotbeds of ungodliness, he emphasizes that faithful ministers are called by God's Spirit, not human education.

	Drawing historical parallels, he cautions against rebellion, recalling how persecuting bishops met their own destruction.

	In his address to Parliament, Burrough views their restoration as God's means to punish hypocritical army officers but foretells their brief tenure and calls for justice toward the oppressed rather than persecution.








This tract is Burrough's direct response to a petition from London's young men and apprentices addressed to the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council. The apprentices had called for the defense of the established ministry, the universities, and parliamentary government, and seemed ready to take up arms against the army and religious dissenters. Burrough counsels patience and submission to God's will, arguing that no human institution can secure the peace that only God can bring. The tract also includes a separate address to Parliament, warning them that their power is temporary and their role is limited to executing God's justice.


Burrough responds to a petition from London's apprentices who blamed national troubles on religious "sectaries" and called for armed defense of the established church and ministry. He turns their argument back on them: the nation's troubles stem from sin, not from dissenters, and adding violence to sin only compounds God's displeasure. He insists that the true gospel and ministry need no human defenders — God alone sustains his church. The universities, he argues, are full of ungodliness, and true ministers are made by God's Spirit, not human studies. He warns against armed insurrection, noting how the bishops who once persecuted Puritans were themselves destroyed. In a companion letter to Parliament, Burrough warns that their restored power is temporary — God has placed them there only to execute judgment on the hypocritical army officers, and they too will fall if they persecute God's people.


You say that it has pleased the God, the only wise God, for your and the nation's crying sins, to show his displeasure for many years together against these nations. And yet you say this honorable city has not been a great sharer in the calamity that your brethren in other parts have suffered.


Answer: Friends, it is very true — because of your and the nation's crying sins, the Lord's displeasure is against you and the nation, and his judgments hang over your city and the nation, precisely because of your crying sins. Oh, the pride, the hypocrisy, the double-dealing, the wantonness, and all other abominable wickedness that abounds among you! These are your sins, and they are indeed the cause of God's displeasure against you and the nation, which he will show one way or another upon you, for iniquity is full.


But seeing that your sins have provoked the Lord, is it not now time to come to humility and repentance, and to forsake your sins, so that the Lord's displeasure may be turned from you? Or is it a time for you to be envious, to seek revenge upon people, to make insurrections, tumults, and bloodshed, and so add sin to your sins? It is not a time for you to proceed this way, for by doing so you will bring God's displeasure more upon you, not turn his wrath away.


It is true that this city has been wonderfully preserved from the miseries and calamities that have come upon some in this nation. Therefore it is time for you to answer the Lord's love to you with meekness, fear, and righteousness — not to abuse his mercies by opposing the Lord's work and setting yourselves to fight against him in his proceedings. Yet the time is at hand, because of your own multiplied iniquities, when you may bring calamity and misery upon this city, and it may share in the nation's tribulations and sorrows.


Then you complain of the general decay of trade. But what can you attribute that to, except your sins as well? There has been so much double-dealing, deceit, and wickedness in your trading that it is just for the Lord to turn your former mercies into a present judgment in that respect. In this case you ought to be content and be still, not murmuring against God or against any others in the nation, but rather repenting so that the wrath may be turned from you.


You seem to make an appeal to your Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council, as if they should be instruments for settling the three nations, removing the troubles, and establishing the peace of the church.


Answer: Alas, my Friends! These troubles, distractions, and miseries that have approached, and that may further follow, are the fruit and effect of your and the nation's sins. They cannot be removed or released except as you and the nation repent and turn from your sins. You take a wrong course to remove the Lord's judgments from you and this nation, for it is certain that repentance from sin removes the judgment for sin (Jonah 3:10) — not adding one sin to another.


Neither is it in the hands of those you appeal to, to remove the Lord's judgments. What are they but mortal men like yourselves, transgressors like yourselves, sharing in the sins you have committed and bound to share in the same judgments? You stir them up to improve themselves and their talents for the peace of the church, as you say. But alas, it is Jesus Christ alone who must keep his church in peace by his good Spirit, not mortal men with mortal weapons.


You say the discharge of their trust may make these nations happy, or leave them miserable. To this I say: if they are faithful to their trust, then they will keep your city in peace, and doubtless they would be blessed in doing so. Yet the happiness of these nations does not depend on them, nor on what they can do. While many suppose they are improving their trust, it is possible they may be persecuting righteousness under the name of heresy, and persecuting Christ in his people under the name of a deceiver and false prophet. This has often come to pass in this city and nation: people have used their power and positions to dishonor God and persecute Christ in his members, while thinking they were punishing sin, heresy, and error. In such cases, some have used their talents not truly for God, but rather against him.


You say you humbly present that the privileges of the gospel, the faithful preaching and dispensing of God's holy word and sacraments, with the labor of so many of his faithful servants in the ministry. And you humbly desire the ministry may be supported and encouraged, the universities upheld and maintained.


Answer: Alas, my Friends! What do you think concerning the Lord God? Surely you have low thoughts of him, and little belief in him. Do you not think he will maintain the privileges of the gospel, and the faithful preaching and dispensing of his word, and his faithful ministry, without you? Do you think he has forgotten to be gracious (Psalm 77:9), or that his power is insufficient to maintain his own cause and uphold the rights and privileges of his own kingdom? Do you think he needs you, or a multitude of wild and headstrong men and youth, to fight in his cause, to uphold his gospel, ministry, and ministers?


Alas, no — you are deceived in this matter! His own arm shall do all this, and he will do it without you, not being beholden to you in this matter. His gospel, nor the privileges of it, shall not fall. The true ministry, the preaching and dispensing of God's word and ordinances shall not perish, even if you are silent. The Lord by his own power will maintain and carry on these things, and all others belonging to his kingdom, without the help of mortal men or the arm of flesh.


So you may put up your swords (Matthew 26:52) and be still in this matter, and leave it to God, who is sufficient for these things without a multitude of men or the arm of flesh. For I must tell you, the faithful teachers of God's word and the faithful ministry do not desire your help to prosecute their cause and the cause of the gospel. They trust in the Lord to be maintained, supported, and encouraged by him alone, who is sufficient in that cause.


Though it is true that the false ministers and antichristian teachers throughout all Christendom, for many generations, have looked to the arm of flesh to set them up, to maintain and defend them, their gospel, and their false church. This is how it is throughout the Pope's dominion, and among some Protestants also — they cry to the magistrates, kings, and parliaments for the making of cruel laws to defend them. To the rude world they cry, "Help us, save us, defend us," by fighting with carnal weapons against heresies, errors, and such things. They stand in their ministry, in their call to it, their maintenance of it, and their defense of it by the arm of flesh, and their church is upheld by it as well. But this is only Antichrist's way, and these are Antichrist's ministers, and his false church is defended in the world this way. This shows that they lack the weapon of the Spirit of God that the apostles had.


It is very probable, O apprentices of London, that your ministers have prayed you and preached you into such a work. The work is that you should stand up to maintain them, and fight for them and their church against those who oppose them. But I must tell you, if their defense is not in another hand than yours, they are likely to come to perpetual ruin. Their gospel, their teaching, their sacraments, and their church cannot stand if they do not have the Lord's help more than yours.


As for the universities you contend for — alas, many of you are ignorant concerning them and what abomination is committed among them. Oh, if you knew the profaneness, ungodliness, and ill education that is among them, it would turn your zeal for them backward! It is not from human studies that the faithful ministers of Christ come. Those who are truly such are made so by the gift of God's eternal Spirit (Ephesians 4:11), both in this age and in ages past.


So, O apprentices, be still, be still! Do not ruin yourselves and your city by rage, fury, and disorders upon such a proceeding. Your ground for quarrel is not perfectly good, nor is your endeavor in the cause mentioned well accepted with the Lord.


But if your quarrel is on the account of church and ministry, leave that to the Lord and to your ministers, so they may defend themselves, their church, ordinances, and worship by the Spirit of God, if they have it. That is the weapon of ministry, church, and gospel warfare — not carnal weapons (2 Corinthians 10:4), nor the multitude of an army of men. Let your ministers come forth in the best authority of spirit that they have, and plead the cause of their worship, gospel, and ministry like Christians, not like Jews and pagans. For they use carnal weapons, killing and murdering over church and religion — that is the Papists' practice, not the practice of the saints.
*   *   *
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