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A Message to All Kings and Rulers in Christendom


In this prophetic address from 1659, Edward Burrough summons every Christian monarch, prince, parliament, and governor worldwide to repent of their complicity in upholding the corrupt "great Whore" — the false church depicted in the Book of Revelation. Writing amid the religious upheavals of the Restoration era, Burrough heralds the dawn of Christ's kingdom, urging rulers to dismantle inquisitions, free consciences from religious coercion, and confine their authority to civil governance. This bold declaration embodies the Quaker belief in an imminent spiritual awakening that will overthrow Antichrist's dominion and usher in universal peace under the Lamb.




	Burrough recounts the long apostasy since the apostles, when Antichrist, the Beast, and the Whore seized control, exiling the true church to the wilderness and corrupting nations with idolatry and persecution.

	He details the Whore's reign of terror, drinking the blood of martyrs while kings and rulers carried her on their backs, enforcing her deceptions through violence and false worship.

	Proclaiming the day of the Lord, Burrough announces the Lamb's victory: the true church's restoration, Babylon's fall, and the destruction of the Beast and false prophet.

	He implores all rulers to abandon the Whore, cease defending her with prisons and laws, and allow freedom of conscience, ruling only in civil affairs.

	Warning of impending judgment on those who persist in fornication with Babylon, he invites repentance and alignment with Christ's kingdom for eternal peace and blessing.








Since it has come to pass in the world for many ages — since the last glorious appearance of Christ Jesus and the light of his glorious gospel through his servants the holy apostles — that Antichrist, that man of sin (2 Thessalonians 2:3–4) and enemy of Christ and his kingdom, has ruled in the hearts of people and throughout the entire Christian world. He has been exalted within and without, ever since the falling away from the true faith that was once delivered to the apostles and true churches. He has shown himself to be God, has sat in the seat of God, and has exercised lordship over the persons and consciences of people throughout generations, ever since the falling away from the faith.


For the true church, the elected spouse, the Lamb's wife — who once brought forth the one who was to rule the nations, and was clothed with the sun (Revelation 12:1), and once had great beauty and excellency — has fled into the wilderness. She has been desolate, as if without husband and offspring. Yet she has remained in the place prepared for her by God, where she has dwelt in mourning and been fed with the bread of sorrow, being pursued there by the Dragon and his floods of cruelty, who also waited to devour the man-child when he was born.


The martyrs' blood has been shed. The holy prophets, apostles, and saints have been warred against, killed, and persecuted for righteousness' sake. The two witnesses have long lain slain and been rejoiced over in the streets of the great city. The blood of the innocent has been drunk. The Lamb and his followers have been warred against.


The Dragon, the Devil, and Satan has deceived the world into the name of Christians without the true Christian life. Righteousness and Truth have stood far off. Justice and mercy have been lacking. The fear of the Lord and true obedience to him have been largely expelled from nations. All who would not worship the Beast and his images and receive his mark — the Beast has had power to kill them. He has had power to execute his wrath against those who have followed the Lamb throughout this entire time of darkness and apostasy, which has overshadowed the Christian world from the apostles' days until now. All of this has occurred since the falling away from the life, righteousness, and Spirit of Jesus, as I have said.


The Beast that arose out of the sea and out of the earth — when the true faith was lost — has been great, and his power mighty among people. For he received power from the Dragon and made war against the true church, seeking to devour the man-child. Power has been given him over kindreds, tongues, and nations. All the world has wondered and followed after the Beast, admiring his power and great authority, saying, "Who is able to make war with him?" For he has been given a mouth that has spoken great things. It has been given him to war with the saints and to overcome them by his unrighteous laws and decrees. All who dwelt upon the earth have worshipped him — those whose names are not written in the Book of Life. He has had many heads (that is, various sorts and changes of government) and many horns, with which he has pushed the innocent, ruled over the earth, and kept all under his power. He has set up images to worship and likenesses without life. He has caused both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond to receive his mark. He has carried the Whore, and she has journeyed upon him from nation to nation through the earth in sheep's clothing, making all nations drink her cup of fornications.


And the Whore, the false church — she has sat as a queen in great state and authority upon nations, tongues, multitudes, and peoples. Through the Beast's authority, which has carried her, she has ruled with great authority over the consciences, persons, and estates of people. She has drunk the saints' blood and the martyrs' blood. In her is found even to this day the blood of the martyrs, the prophets, the just, and of all who have been slain upon the earth. She has exercised cruelty and tyranny over the heritage of God. She has had the sheep's clothing upon her — even part of the garment of the Lamb's wife. She has appeared in much beauty, with a golden cup in her hand, in which the wine of her fornications and its filthiness have appeared, which she has caused the nations to drink. By her sorceries and witchcrafts she has deceived the world, and with her false miracles, shows, images, and false ministers that she has set up, she has corrupted the earth. All of this she has done by the Beast's power that has carried her, who received his authority from the Dragon and from the Devil.


And so Antichrist, the Beast, and the Whore have ruled in the world with great authority for many generations. The world has been made a wilderness by them — waste and barren of all good fruit. Truth and faith have departed from among people. Love and peace have been far away. Murders, thefts, wars, strifes, and all injustice and wickedness have abounded in nations. The whole earth has been corrupted through the Whore and false church, who has deceived kings, rulers, and peoples by her enchantments and sorceries, which she has caused them to receive at her hand and from her golden cup of abominations. From that cup they have drunk false doctrines and practices, deceiving their souls and bodies.


But now the day of the Lord has come and is coming, and the Lamb's kingdom is to be set up. The kingdoms of this world must be changed and recovered again, and will become the kingdoms of the Lord and of his Christ (Revelation 11:15). The marriage of the Lamb has come again, and the day of glad tidings has come to the poor and to the distressed. The Lamb's wife shall be adorned by her husband. She shall be clothed with the sun and covered with her former beauty, and shall be led out of the wilderness. The earth shall be refreshed and delivered from the oppressions and tyrannies of Antichrist and the Whore, for the hour of her judgments has come.


The darkness of the night of woeful apostasy that has clouded the world is passing over. The light of the Lamb has risen. The day-star has appeared in the hearts of people. The man of sin, who has sat in the temple and showed himself to be God, and has falsely exercised the bodies and consciences of deceived people in false ways and worships, is being discovered and destroyed by the Spirit of his mouth and by the brightness of the coming of Jesus (2 Thessalonians 2:8). The Beast and the false prophet shall be taken alive and cast into the lake of fire (Revelation 19:20). The Beast and false prophet shall be tormented day and night forever.


For the breath of life from God has entered into the two witnesses, and they shall again prophesy. The light of the glorious gospel, which has long been hidden, must again be preached to kindreds, tongues, and nations. The kingdom of Christ Jesus shall be set up. These things the Lord God Almighty is bringing to pass. He will confound and destroy Antichrist and all who have worshipped him. All who have worshipped the Beast and drunk the cup of fornication and committed idolatry with the great Whore — they shall be taken and cast into the bed of torment. They shall weep and howl because of the great destruction of Babylon, that great city, who has been the glory of kingdoms and made rich her merchants (her false ministers) with deceivableness, whom God will overthrow.


That great city of confusion (the false church), that great Whore, the mother of abominations — the Lord God has risen against her to inquire for the blood of martyrs and prophets and righteous people that is found in her. She shall be rewarded according to her ways. As she has given others to drink the cup of fornication, so in like manner she shall drink the cup of the fierce wrath of the Lord from his saints. She shall no more deceive the nations by her sorceries. The earth shall be delivered from her. The kingdom of the Son of God shall be exalted over all. The light of the Lamb shall be the light of all nations. All who are saved shall walk in the light of it. Truth shall reign. The fruit of righteousness shall abound. All people shall glorify God, their Maker. The whole earth shall be refreshed with the mercy of him who made her.


Therefore, all you kings, princes, parliaments, and rulers throughout all Christendom — this is a request to you all from a lover of your immortal souls: that you will cease to commit fornication with the great Whore, that you will no longer drink her cup of idolatries, that you will not cause nations to drink it, that you will not carry the great Whore any more, and that you will not receive her sorceries and enchantments to deceive your souls and bodies.


This the Lord God Almighty — who ought to be the fear and dread of all nations — requires of you. This is a charge to you in the presence of the Lord God: that you no longer defend the great city Babylon and the false church with your weapons and oppression. You must never again oppress the persons and consciences of people on her behalf and in her defense. You must cast off the Whore and not allow her to sit upon you. You must not be servants to her, executing her cruelties upon the bodies and consciences of people. For you have done these things, and therefore the Lord is displeased with you.


Therefore deliver yourselves from the authority of the false church. Do not receive her delusions, and do not impose them upon the people under you. For now the judgments of the great Whore have come, and the time when the Lord will reward her according to her ways. She shall have the fruit of her doings. If you will yet uphold her and commit fornication with her and compel the nations to drink from her cup and cause all people to worship the Beast and receive his mark, as it has been, then the Lord shall execute his vengeance upon you, and you shall not otherwise be delivered.
*   *   *
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