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The True State of Christianity


This is one of Edward Burrough's most ambitious tracts — a sweeping indictment of institutional Christianity measured against the standard of the apostolic church. Writing with prophetic urgency, Burrough systematically compares what the first Christians were with what the Christians of his day have become. He addresses the entrance into the faith, holiness of life, unity and fellowship, ministry and its maintenance, worship, and outward conduct. In each case he finds the Christianity of his era to be not merely lacking but diametrically opposed to the original. He concludes with a vision of full restoration through the return of the Spirit of Christ.




	Burrough opens by calling all who bear the name "Christian" to examine their state. He traces the origin of the name to Antioch and argues it was given because the early disciples truly followed Christ's Spirit.

	He then catalogs the apostasy. Christians are now made by infant baptism rather than conversion. They lack holiness and live in wickedness. They have lost the unity of one heart, one faith, and one head. Their ministers are made by education rather than the Holy Spirit. Their ministry is maintained by compulsion rather than free gifts. Their worship is conducted in human tradition rather than the Spirit.

	He compares this to backsliding Israel and declares God's judgment upon all traditional worship.

	Yet he closes with confident hope that Christianity will be fully restored to its original purity and power.








The True State of Christianity, truly described and also revealed to all people: what it was in its beginning and purity, and what it now is in its apostasy and degeneration. Here, by true testimony, the whole world is shown how and in what ways the Christians throughout the world — so called — have fallen, gone backward, and revolted from what the true Christians once were. This shows the world the woeful state and condition in which those called Christians now stand, having departed and revolted from the Spirit of Christ and from his teachings. This is given forth so that all people may understand the times, the changing of times, what has been, what now is, and what will suddenly come to pass in the earth.





A Call to All Christians


Listen carefully, all you people throughout the whole world who are called Christians. All of you, I say, who go under that name and bear that name and are called Christians. This is to all of you from one end of the earth to the other, throughout all nations and countries wherever you are scattered upon the face of the whole earth.


Take notice of what the Word of the Lord is to you and what the testimony of Christ is toward you all. The line of true judgment is laid upon you. The measuring rod is put forth to reach over you. The servant of the Lord has examined your state and condition — what you were in your beginning and increase, and what you now are in your decrease and woeful apostasy. This is the apostasy into which you have fallen and degenerated from the life of Christianity.


Oh, let your ears be open to instruction! Consider well what I say to you through the Lord. I speak to all of you, every single one of you under heaven who make a profession of Christ in words and are known throughout the world by the name of Christians. Listen, I say. Consider and remember what you have fallen from and into what you have fallen. Return and repent.


The Lord has a controversy with you, and he will contend with you because of your backslidings and revoltings. You have gone backward. You have turned aside from the life of Christ and from his Spirit. You are now without that which was the reason and true ground of your name, "Christian." You have lost the true character of the name and now have only the name without the life and power of it. You are dead to Christ and his life. You have a name to live, but are dead (Revelation 3:1). Having lost what gave you a true title to the name of Christian, you do not deserve that name or to be called by the name of Christ, because you have departed from his Spirit.


This is declared to you in the name of the Lord, so that you may take a look at your own condition — to the end that you may be awakened and return from where you have degenerated.


The Origin of the Christian Name


The Lord had a people in all generations to whom he was a God. They feared him, served him, and worshipped him. His name was precious among them — his chosen people, with whom he dwelt. His power and presence was among his people who walked with him, whatever name they went by in the world.


But the first time the people of the Lord were ever called Christians, or known by that name to distinguish them from other people, was at Antioch in the time of the apostles. The apostles were followers of Christ, as you may read in Acts 11:26: "And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch." Before that time the people of the Lord were never called Christians. This name was given to them by the heathen because they were for Christ and on his side. They followed him and preached him to be followed. In all things they exalted his name. They did and suffered all things for the name of Christ. Therefore they were named Christians.


That name was true for them, because they bore the express image and character of Christ. They followed his Spirit and preached him to all people for life and salvation, so that all people might come to Christ and become his followers. Therefore they were rightly named Christians, to be known by that name from all other people on earth who were not followers of Christ and could not rightly be called Christians because they were not on his side. From that point forward to this day, all people who believed in Christ and became his followers and professed him were called Christians, from that original foundation of the name.


Also you may read in Acts 26:28 that Agrippa said to Paul, "You almost persuade me to be a Christian." Here again, Paul followed Christ and preached him and was entirely on his side and highly exalted his name. Therefore King Agrippa called him a Christian and was almost persuaded to be one himself — that is, a person for Christ, who takes part with him and is on his side. Interpreted, this is what the name signifies. All who have this character truly deserve the name of Christians, for they are anointed people. This was the beginning of the Christian name.


Before that time, as I have said, God's people were never called Christians in any generation. Ever since that time, throughout all ages, all who professed Christ and believed in him throughout the whole world were called by the name of Christians. The name and religion of Christians were honorable and greatly beloved by God, for those people were a peculiar people, a chosen generation, as you may read in 1 Peter 2:9.


The life of Christ was manifest among them, and the Spirit of Christ led them and taught them in all their ways and practices of religion. While, I say, they retained the power and life behind their name, the power and presence of the Lord was among them. Above all the people of the earth they were blessed. More than all other people on earth they had the countenance of God shining among them and upon them. They had pure unity with God and with one another in his life. By this they were made a terror and a fear to all nations while they stood in the counsel of God and were Christians in life, power, and practice as well as in name.


The Lord greatly increased them in number. As you may read throughout the Acts of the Apostles, many throughout the world believed in Christ and became his followers. They received the knowledge of him and became anointed people and received the name of Christians. Sometimes thousands at a single sermon were converted to the faith of Christ. They became subject to his Spirit and bore his mark, and all such were called Christians.


The apostles went through many nations, and from the Jews, Greeks, heathen, and all other peoples, some of each were converted from their former way of life to follow Christ and become Christians. This was the increase of Christianity. Through many parts of the world they planted churches and assemblies of Christians. As I said, while they stood in the counsel of God, the name and religion were greatly beloved by him.


The Great Apostasy


But now the Christians have apostatized and degenerated from the Spirit of Christ and from what gave them the true name of Christians. Only the name is retained; the life and power are lost. Now many have a name to live but are dead. What gave the true title to the name has been departed from.


Hear this, all you Christians! That life, light, and power of God that was among the apostles and Christians of old — you have departed from it and lost the sense and knowledge of it. You have the name but not the thing that was the reason and ground of the name.


Therefore, all of you throughout the world who are called Christians, look back to your origins. Look to the apostles, who were the first called Christians, from whom you received the name. See how you have degenerated and fallen from the life they were in. Though you retain the name of Christians, you are not followers of Christ nor taught by his Spirit. In the days of the apostles, none were truly counted or called Christians except those who followed the Spirit of Christ. They were first converted to him and changed by his power from sin to righteousness and from death to life. Only such were truly called Christians.


But now consider all who are called by that name but are not followers of the Spirit of Christ, nor converted to him, nor changed by his power from death to life and from sin to righteousness. Such are in the degeneration from the life of Christianity. They have a name without the life and power of it.


Now it remains to be shown how and when the degeneration came upon the Christians, and in what ways they have apostatized and degenerated from the life, Spirit, and practice that was among the apostles who were first called Christians.


The Spirit of the Lord spoke through the apostles and foretold a falling away from the Truth and from the true Christian life. Paul said in Acts 20:29–30 that grievous wolves would arise and enter in, not sparing the flock, and that from among the believers themselves people would arise speaking perverse things to draw disciples after them. He also said in 1 Timothy 4:1 that some would depart from the faith and give heed to seducing spirits. He said it would come to pass that the people would become wicked, departing from the Truth while having the form of godliness but denying its power (2 Timothy 3:5). Such people would be led away with various lusts — people of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.


The apostle Peter also foretold that false teachers would arise among the Christians, bringing in destructive heresies. Many Christians would follow their destructive ways, causing the way of Truth to be spoken evil of.


The apostle John saw that many false prophets had already gone out and many antichrists had already come in among the Christians.
*   *   *
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