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A Standard Lifted Up and an Ensign Held Forth to All Nations


In this ambitious tract, Edward Burrough declares the Quaker faith to the world. Written as a comprehensive statement of faith, the work addresses nineteen topics ranging from the nature of God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit to questions of government, ministry, and the role of Scripture. Burrough writes with prophetic authority, proclaiming that the Quakers—despised and mocked by their contemporaries—are in fact God's chosen people, raised up to bear witness to divine Truth in all the earth. The tract serves as both an apologetic defense and a bold manifesto, inviting all readers to weigh the Quaker testimony against the light of Christ in their own consciences.




	Burrough opens with a proclamation that the Quakers are raised up by God as witnesses to his name among the nations.

	He then proceeds through nineteen chapters of testimony covering the core doctrines. The first chapters treat the nature of the true God (Chapter 1), the Son of God (Chapter 2), the Holy Spirit (Chapter 3), the fallen condition of humanity (Chapter 4), and the darkness covering the world (Chapter 5). He continues with restoration, redemption, and salvation through Christ (Chapter 6), true religion and worship (Chapter 7), justification and sanctification (Chapter 8), the Kingdom of Christ (Chapter 9), and civil government and subjection (Chapter 10). He then covers true versus false ministry (Chapter 11), the Gospel (Chapter 12), the Word of God and Scripture (Chapter 13), the Devil and damnation (Chapter 14), and God's creatures (Chapter 15). The final chapters address the new covenant (Chapter 16), faith (Chapter 17), acceptable versus unacceptable works (Chapter 18), and the state of humanity before and after conversion (Chapter 19).

	The tract concludes with additional testimonies concerning the Seed of God, civil government, Quaker identity, and a final declaration of purpose.
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In the name and power of the eternal God who made heaven and earth and all things in them. He is the life of all things and the power by which they stand. In his counsel and fear, I declare myself to the whole world and to all people on earth. I do this so that you may all know the very certainty of those things reported abroad through many nations. I want you to be truly informed concerning us, from our own mouths. False reports and lying information have come to you about many things. These concern a people who have appeared in these last years, raised up and going under the name of Quakers.


Know this with certainty: we are of God. We have been raised up by him and called by his name. His dreadful presence goes before us, and his righteousness is our reward. We are such as fear and worship the true God who made heaven and earth, in the Spirit and in the Truth. He has placed his name among us, made his everlasting covenant with us, and established it so that it cannot be moved. He has given us his Spirit and poured it out upon us. We are taught by him according to his promise and are established in his holy mountain, where no one can make us afraid. He has armed us with his power and strength to defend us from all our enemies, so that we might bear witness to his name in all the world. We declare to all nations his power and dominion, his salvation and redemption that is in him and in his Son. We have been made partakers and witnesses of these things. Through him we have received the inheritance of the everlasting kingdom. We are of God, and whoever is of God hears us (1 John 4:6).


The Father has chosen and redeemed us out of kindreds, tongues, and peoples to stand before the throne of God and the Lamb. We have sought and found a city whose builder and maker is God (Hebrews 11:10). We are known to the Lord God Almighty and approved in his sight. Our light is the light of the Lamb, our government is the government of Jesus, our law is the law of the Most High, and our way is the way of peace and truth. Whoever can receive this, let them receive it. This is the testimony that the Spirit of the everlasting Father witnesses in us and witnesses of us to the whole world.





Chapter 1: Concerning the True God


The true God is a Spirit. He is infinite, eternal, and everlasting—the Creator of all things, the life and being of all things, and the power by which all things stand. All creatures have their being in him and through him. Without him, no creature exists or moves upon the face of the earth. This is the one we worship, fear, and obey. He brings to pass by his counsel whatever he wills, and nothing can prevent the purpose of his mind. His counsel stands forever. He is the righteous judge of all things, and all humanity must come before him to judgment. The living and the dead must be judged by him. He rewards everyone according to their deeds, whether good or evil.


His greatness, power, majesty, and dominion is over all and beyond all. He rules above all in the power of his own will, and who may say, "What are you doing?" His eye sees all and his presence fills all. No creature can be hidden from his sight. He is near at hand and far off. He searches the human heart and tests the inner being. He shows people their own thoughts. He justifies the righteous and condemns the wicked. He is light itself, and in him there is no darkness at all (1 John 1:5). This is the true God whom we worship, and this testimony I give of him to all people on the face of the whole earth.





Chapter 2: Concerning the Son of God


The Son of God, who is called Christ, the Prince of Peace and Righteousness, is one with the Father in power and dominion. He was with the Father before the world existed. Through him the Father created all things, and without him nothing was made that was made (John 1:3). He is the heir of all things and the prince of the kingdom of righteousness, peace, and truth. He is the Word and Power by which all things consist. He is the salvation of humanity and the very life of the world. He possesses life and immortality and is the Redeemer, Savior, Deliverer, and Restorer of the children of humanity. He is the very wisdom and power of the Creator.


The Father does nothing without the Son, and through him the Father brings all things to pass. Through him the Father will judge the whole earth and all the children of Adam within it. This Christ Jesus, the Son of God, is the life and light of the world (John 8:12) and has enlightened all people. Everyone who comes into the world is lighted by him with the true light of life or condemnation. What the Son does, the Father does also. The Son is exalted at the Father's right hand and is the very express image of the Father. He is the Father's gift to the world and is given to all people so that they may have life through him. All who receive him have life and salvation. But many do not receive him, and those who do not receive him perish—precisely because they do not receive the one the Father has given to the world. He alone is the arm of God's salvation and the leader of his people.





Chapter 3: Concerning the Spirit of God


The Spirit is with the Father and with the Son. It is present everywhere and fills all places. It exists forever and ever. It tries all things and reveals the things of the Father and of the Son to all who believe in the Son. It makes things manifest and searches into the deep things of God. It witnesses the salvation of the just and the condemnation of the unjust. It is absent from no place, nor is it contained in any one place. The Father and the Son work all things through it and bring all things in heaven and earth to pass by it.


The Spirit works in the hearts of the children of humanity. In everyone, it witnesses of the Father and of the Son—testifying to the justness, greatness, righteousness, and power of the eternal Creator who made all things by the Son through his eternal Spirit. The Spirit is one with the Father and with the Son. It is the worker of their will and mind in all things. It works in the wicked to reprove them and to witness against them, showing them that God is angry with them. It works in the righteous and witnesses the love, mercy, and peace of the Father to them. Whoever can receive this, let them receive it. This is the testimony of the Spirit of God. It leads into all truth and out of all evil, for all who are guided by it. It is given to be the guide and rule of life for the children of God.





Chapter 4: Concerning Humanity


Humanity was created and brought forth in the image of God, without sin or evil, to do the will of the one who created them. Humans were set as lords over all creatures, to use them for the glory of the Creator, and all creatures were meant to serve them. But humanity transgressed against their Maker, offended and dishonored him, and became degenerate. They grieved their Maker continually and were driven out from the presence of the Lord.


Humanity is now a child of disobedience and wrath—an enemy in mind against the Lord who made them. They daily do and fulfill the will of the Devil, grieve the Spirit of God, and vex his righteous soul. They are subject to the curse of woe and destruction, being ignorant of the life, power, and wisdom of the Creator to lead, guide, and preserve them. Instead, they follow the counsel of their own hearts, which is altogether evil. Though humanity was made upright, they have sought out many inventions that are continually abominable to the Lord. The ground in which they stand is corrupted, and all their fruit is unpleasant—bitter and evil to the Lord's taste.
*   *   *
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