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Truth Defended: Certain Accusations Answered


In this fiery tract, Edward Burrough takes on every major accusation hurled at the early Quakers by the religious establishment of his day. Critics called Friends false prophets, deceivers, deniers of Christ, and enemies of Scripture, church, and government. Burrough answers each charge head-on, flipping it back on the accusers with relentless energy. Drawing on prophets, Christ, and the apostles as witnesses, he argues that the established clergy—not the Quakers—are the true false prophets. This is Burrough at his most systematic and bold, building his case brick by brick from Scripture itself.




	Answers accusations that Quakers are false prophets, deny Christ, preach a false gospel, reject Scripture, and oppose magistrates

	Argues that the established clergy match every biblical description of false prophets: preaching for hire, living in pride, making merchandise of people

	Defends Quaker understanding of baptism, communion, prayer, and singing as rooted in spiritual substance rather than outward imitation

	Traces the false prophets Christ warned about to the clergy of Burrough's own day, using their "fruits" as evidence

	Draws parallels between the persecution of Quakers and the persecution of prophets, Christ, and apostles throughout Scripture








The Epistle


To all of you who call yourselves ministers of the gospel, and all people in every walk of life, under whatever form of worship in England or anywhere in the world, who profess yourselves Christians:


The mighty day of the Lord has come, just as he promised long ago. This day is witnessed now, in which he is establishing his mountain and exalting it above all mountains. He is gathering his people who have been scattered in the dark and cloudy night of apostasy—the apostasy that Christ and his apostles saw coming into the church even then. It has had dominion over the world for a long time and has reigned until now. It still reigns in all the professors of religion in every form everywhere.


But now the time has come when the kingdoms of the world have become the kingdoms of the Lord and of his Christ (Revelation 11:15). Thousands witness this, to the praise of his everlasting name. Therefore the nations are angry, and the princes of the earth rage, because Michael, the one Prince, has arisen to contend with all who make war against him.


Now Herod and Pilate and all Jerusalem are in an uproar. Ammon and Amalek and the Egyptians and the Philistines have joined together against him. All of you who live in outward forms but do not know the Power now persecute and join yourselves together. You are in the same nature as the persecutors of old, who were born after the flesh. Now you sons of bondage and of Hagar (Galatians 4:24-25) are to be cast out. Now you are all made manifest—you are in the flesh. All your bows are bent. All your arrows are aimed at a people whom you consider the filth of the world and the off-scouring of all things (1 Corinthians 4:13). These are the people the world calls Quakers, in whose foreheads the name of the living God is written.


To you who make war against them, who now take the side of the dragon against the Lamb, I say this: you will all drink from the cup of fury and indignation of the Lord. To the living God, who is holy and jealous for his own glory and name, and who has made known his mind and will by his eternal Spirit to us—to him you will all bow and submit.


For now the Lord has torn the veil of the covering that has been spread over the nations in all their professions. You are all seen by the eternal eye that has been opened in thousands—all of you, from the highest to the lowest, who have stolen and painted yourselves with other people's words. All your images that you have set up, and all your traditions from men that you have walked in, are all seen to be stubble. They will not survive the day of the Lord. All your churches that you have gathered together by imitation will all be scattered.


There you all stand—for you all deny revelation and say it has ceased. So you call the letter the light and the Word. But by that which existed before Scripture, you are seen and judged—even by that which will endure forever.


Since you have cast reproach on the name of the God of heaven and earth whom we worship, calling it delusion, we are moved for truth's sake to lay open your nakedness. You may be judged by what you say is your rule. Here in this little book, if you have any honesty in you or any desire for truth and will search the Scripture, you will see something plain. The teachers of the world in all forms—and all professors who had only the outward form—always cried out against those who had the life and power. Just as they did then, so you all cry out now against those who worship God in the Spirit (John 4:24) and have no confidence in the flesh.


In this following discourse, which is written by the same Spirit that gave forth the Scripture, you will see who the false prophets are, who preaches another gospel, and who denies the Scriptures. You will see when the false prophets came in, and who they clearly are, proved by their own rules.


All of you who call yourselves magistrates and Christians—you may see yourselves upholding what Christ, the prophets, and apostles cried out against. You persecute those who stand in the counsel of God and declare against all deceit, just as the holy people of God did. So you are the beast that holds up the false prophets and those whom Scripture declares against.


God has arisen to dash to pieces all who withstand him. Therefore come out of Babylon (Revelation 18:4) and out of all your painted forms. Come to own the first principle that will change your minds—the light of Christ, which he has enlightened everyone with (John 1:9). By it you will see what you are doing. If you deny this, you deny the cornerstone. You will stumble and be broken. By that which you call "natural," all your images of gold and silver, and all your mixed, invented worship, will be dashed to pieces and cast into the pit.


Therefore, all be silent and do not speak evil of things you do not know. For now you are all seen—you who say you are Jews and are not, but belong to the synagogue of Satan (Revelation 2:9). Your voice is known, for no one is turned from the evil of his way. Therefore wrath is coming upon you to the utmost.


A lover of your souls, but a witness against all your deceit,
F.H.





The Main Text


We are accused by the teachers and people of this generation of the following: that we are false prophets and deceivers; that we deny the Christ who died at Jerusalem; that we preach a different gospel than the apostles preached. They also charge that we deny the Scriptures and the ordinances of Jesus Christ. They also charge that we hold free will and establish self-righteousness, that we teach people to act in their own strength to obtain life, and that we deny churches, ministers, and magistracy.


To all these false accusations I answer.


It is no new thing, and no strange thing, to the children of light—who are separated from the world and worldly worship, and from the works of darkness—to be falsely accused and slandered. They have always been called deceivers and seducers by the generation of chief priests and Pharisees. The teachers and professors of this age belong to that same generation. They have a form of godliness but deny the power (2 Timothy 3:5).


Christ was called a deceiver and a blasphemer. The apostles were called movers of sedition, heretics, and turners of the world upside down—by those who professed in word what Christ was in substance and what the apostles witnessed. So it is now.


We who are scornfully called Quakers live in and declare nothing other than the substance of what the priests have preached about, and what the professors have talked about in their carnal minds through their imaginations.


A person is a false prophet and a deceiver who does not have the Word from the mouth of the Lord. Such a one takes what the Lord spoke to another, calls it his own, uses his tongue and says "The Lord says it," when the Lord never spoke to him. Here the teachers of the world are themselves guilty of what they falsely accuse us of. They take the prophets' words, Christ's words, and the apostles' words to talk about, but they have not received the Word from the mouth of the Lord. Their prophesying and preaching would soon be finished if they did not have the Scripture—which is other people's words, spoken to others—to spin their imaginations from.


These are the false prophets and deceivers who run without being sent (Jeremiah 23:21), who speak to others pretending to be sent by God, but who walk contrary to everyone God ever sent to declare his name in former generations. We know them by their fruits. They have no example from the prophets, Christ, or his apostles for their practice. They walk in the example of the false prophets of Israel, the scribes and Pharisees, and the false brethren.


Oh foolish people, who have eyes but do not see, who have ears but do not understand! Has the Lord changed from what he was?


Were they false prophets and deceivers in Isaiah's time—those he was sent to cry out against, who sought gain from their own quarters (Isaiah 56:11)? And are not your teachers false prophets now, doing the same things?


Were they false prophets and deceivers in Ezekiel's time—those he was sent to cry against, who fed themselves with the fat and clothed themselves with the wool and preyed upon the people (Ezekiel 34:2-3)? And are not your teachers false prophets and deceivers now, doing the same things?


Were they false prophets in Micah's time—those he was sent to cry out against, who preached for hire and divined for money (Micah 3:11)? They cried "peace" to those who put money into their mouths but prepared war against those who did not. And are not your priests false priests and prophets, doing the same things?


Were they deceivers of the people in Christ's time—those he cried woe against, who were called "master" by men, who had the chief places in the assemblies (Matthew 23:7)? They stood praying in the synagogues, went in long robes, and loved greetings in the markets. And are not your teachers deceivers of the people now, doing the same things?


Were they false teachers and false brethren in the apostles' time—those the apostles declared against, who through covetousness and feigned words made merchandise of the people (2 Peter 2:3)? They went in the way of Balaam for gifts and rewards, and preached for filthy lucre. Paul saw them coming in his days: proud men, covetous men, self-willed and fierce men, headstrong and high-minded. They had a form of godliness but denied the power, always teaching people but never bringing anyone to the knowledge of the Truth. And are not your teachers false teachers now, walking in the same steps?


To the light in all consciences I speak, which will witness the truth. You are a foolish and ignorant people who cannot discern who the false prophets and deceivers and false teachers are! The Lord is the same that he ever was, and his Spirit has not changed one bit.


Was it once an abomination to the Lord when the false priests and prophets of Israel sought gain from their own quarters? They fed themselves with the fat, clothed themselves with the wool, preyed upon the people, preached for hire, and divined for money. Are not these same things—and those who uphold them—still an abomination to him now?
*   *   *
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