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A Warning to Underbarrow


In 1654, a young Edward Burrough—barely out of his teens—turned back toward his own neighbors in the parish of Underbarrow, Westmorland. He came with a message that burned in him like fire. He had grown up among these people, worshipped alongside them, and been shaped by their teachers. Now, having found what he believed was the living Truth through the early Quaker movement, he could no longer stay silent. This tract is part warning, part autobiography, part love letter. Burrough lays bare the failures of the hired clergy, calls his countrymen to attend to the Light of Christ within them, rallies his fellow "despised ones" (the Quakers). Closes with a remarkably honest spiritual autobiography—tracing his own journey through religious formalism, spiritual pride, and devastating inner crisis to the peace he finally found. It is raw, repetitive, fierce, and deeply personal.




	Burrough denounces the hired minister of Underbarrow as a false teacher who keeps people spiritually dead through empty forms and carnal preaching.

	He calls all people to turn inward to the Light of Christ—present in every person—as the only true way to God, rejecting imitative worship (singing, communion, baptism) that lacks spiritual power.

	He addresses the broader nation of England, warning of God's coming judgment on corrupt priests, judges, and rulers, and prophesying that the Light rising in the North will spread across kingdoms.

	He encourages his fellow Quakers ("the despised ones") with fierce solidarity, urging them to stand faithful through persecution, promising that God fights on their side.

	He tells his own spiritual story—from childhood religion, through Presbyterian zeal, mystical openings, spiritual pride and backsliding, to his encounter with George Fox and his devastating but liberating inner transformation.

	He closes with a statement written from prison, explaining the spiritual grounds of his imprisonment.








A Warning from the Lord to the Inhabitants of Underbarrow, and to All the Inhabitants of England


To all of you, the inhabitants of Underbarrow—both the irreligious and the religious professors. You are my neighbors and countrymen in the flesh, though strangers in the spirit. To all of you who remain in your customary, formal, traditional worship of the heathen. Under the barren, dry, and empty ministry of man. That ministry stands in the will of man and has proceeded out of the carnal inventions and imaginations of fallen humanity. It is not according to God, nor does it follow the practice of the saints in former ages and generations.


To all of you, I clear my conscience in the presence of God by declaring to you in writing. I cannot have the freedom to declare it in spoken word among you, because the Serpent always works with subtlety. He works to prevent the living Truth from being declared and his own deceits from being discovered and made known.


I have been sent by the Lord. He moved me to come and declare to you the Word of the Lord: to direct your minds to where you must wait to attain the true knowledge of the Lord. To that one thing needful (Luke 10:42)—the eternal welfare of your souls. I came to lay open the deceits of the Serpent, who works through the cursed, deceitful ministry that you uphold. Through that ministry your souls are kept in death. Only your dark minds are fed and nourished by the painted, serpent-like expressions and declarations that come out of the carnal wisdom and head-knowledge of your hireling minister.


He walks in the way of the false prophets of Israel, whom the true prophet Isaiah called "greedy dumb dogs" (Isaiah 56:10-11). Four separate times the Lord, by his eternal Spirit working in me, has moved me to come into your congregation and assembly. He himself is the witness that I came not from man, nor by the will of man, but contrary to the will and desires of man. This is where the true ministry of God stands—now as it ever was. The true prophets Jeremiah and Jonah witnessed the same thing (Jer. 1:6; Jonah 3; Gal. 1:1), and so did the apostle Paul.


As you know, I could not have liberty to declare the Truth from God to you. I came not with enticing words, nor with what I had gathered from Scripture outwardly, nor to speak my own imaginations and conceivings—as your false hireling does. I came to declare the Word of the Lord, to convince your dark understandings so that you might see the deceits by which you have been led. My aim was that your souls might be redeemed up to God, out of the imagined worship of the world, to worship in Spirit and in Truth (John 4:24).


Hear the Word of the Lord, you people! All your carnal, traditional ordinances and observances are an abomination to the Lord. All your praying and praising is odious in his sight (Prov. 15:9 (Proverbs 15:9)). All your worship is an imitation and imagination of the dark mind of man. It was never commanded by God. Therefore consider, all you people, what you are doing. Do not reject the Lord or his everlasting Truth. Prize your time, and seek the Lord now while he may be found. Call upon his name while he is near (Isaiah 55:6).


Your souls are kept in death under your dead minister and under his dead doctrines—dead reasons, points, and uses. He speaks from the saints' conditions and experiences, but he is an enemy to the substance. He opposes those in whom the same conditions are made manifest in the power of Truth. He makes himself known as belonging to the same generation of those who had the form of godliness but denied the power (2 Timothy 3:5). He has the letter, as the Pharisees had, but he persecutes the substance, as they did.


All people, consider: is he not in the generation that professes God and Truth in word, as the scribes and Pharisees did, but persecutes the Son of God where he is born and made manifest? He is in the generation of those who professed Abraham's freedom and said that God was their Father, but were actually children of their father the Devil—for they did his works. They said one thing and did another (Matthew 23:3). Just so does your minister, as has been made manifest (Matt. 23:27).


He is a whitewashed wall, a painted tomb (Matthew 23:27)—the kind Christ the Son of God cried "woe" against. Christ was and is the Light by which all deceivers, hirelings, and false teachers are discovered and cried out against.


I witness the Light, which is Christ, to be made manifest in me from God the Father of Light. It leads me daily up to him, to live in purity and uprightness—praises be to him forever! In this Light I see your teacher to be a hireling, a greedy dumb dog, seeking gain from his position. God never sent him. He ran without being sent (Jeremiah 23:21), and therefore he does not profit you at all.


From this Light, which is Christ, I declare against him. I know that he does not have the Word of the Lord—he has only the letter. I freely declare against him, knowing him to be a deceiver and an antichrist. I was once deceived by him myself. But now, through the rich love of my Father, who has made himself known to me and has shined by his eternal Light in my heart, I see him and all such to be antichrist and no minister of Christ.


From the mouth of the Lord I declare it: you are being led blindly by him. Your blind guide leads you to be always learning but never able to come to the knowledge of the living Truth (2 Timothy 3:7) through his ministry. He lays heavy burdens upon you.


He is in the generation of those who had the Law and the Prophets but persecuted the one who came to fulfill the Law—the one who has the substance of the Prophets. He has the conditions and experiences of the saints in the letter. But to those who are brought to witness those same conditions, who walk that same narrow way—he is an enemy.


To all people, from God I declare it: he is one that God never sent to speak his Word to you. He calls good evil and evil good. He puts light for darkness and darkness for light. Therefore woe is his portion, and woe is the portion of all who uphold him (Jer. 5:31 (Jeremiah 5:31)). What will you do in the end?


He bewitches you to observe what he calls an "ordinance of God," which God never commanded. Poor people! Your souls lie in death under the power of darkness and corruption, under your dead minister and his dead carnal observances. Only your dark minds, your wit and reason, are fed. The enemies of the Lord are strengthened by him. You remain in ignorance and blindness and cannot attain the true riches. Christ alone is the way to the Father—the Light in every person that leads to the Father (John 1:9). But this Light he denies as having enlightened everyone who comes into the world, as he has argued against me several times.


Here he makes Christ a liar. He does not know the first principle of religion, nor the Light that leads to God. He is a heathen and does not know God. This is the Light that all the servants of God in all generations have witnessed, and which we now witness. Praised be the Lord forevermore, who has led us to himself in his Light and has shown us the deceits of this teacher and all who are like him!


He is in the generation that shuts the kingdom of heaven against people—neither entering himself nor allowing others who are entering to come in (Matthew 23:13). Through the power of the Lord made manifest, I am bold to declare against him. He does not walk in the doctrine of Christ and is therefore an antichrist. He deceives you, professing himself to be sent by God while walking contrary to God's truth—a hypocrite, saying but not doing.


My countrymen, do not be deceived by him. Test him by the Scriptures and see whether he walks according to the pattern of those who were true ministers of Christ. His ministry is by man and according to man. He received his call from man, as you all know. But those who were true ministers witnessed the opposite: they did not receive their gospel from man, but by the revelation of Jesus (Gal. 1:12 (Galatians 1:12)). The true ministers of Christ, sent forth by Christ, witness the same thing now. Christ is the same as he ever was, now made manifest in the saints, and his ministry is the same—not by man, but contrary to man.


Do not be deceived. God will not be mocked. (Galatians 6:7) He is terrible, and his day is powerful and dreadful. It will come upon the heathen, upon the workers of iniquity (Malachi 4:1), and upon all dissemblers and hypocrites. All your carnal worship, ordinances, and observances are nothing but mocking God and dissembling with him—an imitation and imagination of the mind of fallen man, copied by you and your minister. You have been driven by imagination away from the true worship of God, which the saints in former generations practiced. They were led not by imagination, as you are, but by the Spirit of God, as all the servants of God are—now as ever.


I acknowledge true baptism, which is by the Holy Ghost and with fire, and the baptism with one Spirit into one body (1 Corinthians 12:13)—this we witness. But what your chief priest and false hireling holds up, I deny. It is not of God but is an imitation and an abomination in God's sight. Therefore, from God, I declare against it and against your hireling who upholds it among you.
*   *   *
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