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Chapter 1: A Rhode Island Childhood, and a Southern Journey Begun (1733–1771)



Patience Brayton, born Patience Greene in North Kingstown, Rhode Island, traces her path from youthful vanity to a calling in the ministry. After marrying Preserved Brayton and freeing the people they held in bondage, she feels drawn to visit Friends in the southern provinces. In the Fifth month of 1771 she sets out, crossing into Pennsylvania and riding through meetings in Bucks County, Philadelphia, and New Jersey before parting with her first companion at Stony Brook.






	Born in 1733 at North Kingstown, Rhode Island, Patience Greene is drawn early to the Light and begins preaching around age twenty-one.

	She marries Preserved Brayton in 1758 and joins him in freeing the people they enslaved.

	She departs on the ninth of the Fifth month, 1771, for a religious visit to the southern provinces.

	Crossing the Delaware at Coryell’s Ferry, she attends meetings through Bucks County and Philadelphia.

	She rides through meetings across New Jersey, from Haddonfield to Trenton.

	At Stony Brook she parts with her companion Jane Willis, who returns home to Long Island.







Patience Brayton was the daughter of David and Mary Greene of North Kingstown, in the state of Rhode Island, and was born there on the 18th of the Eleventh month [November], 1733.


In early life she was inclined to the follies and vanities incident to youth, for which, at times, she felt the powerful convictions of the Holy Spirit in her heart. But not yielding in obedience to them, she introduced herself into much suffering and many temptations, which led her further and further from the path of true peace. Yet the Lord, who in great mercy watched over her, did not wholly forsake her, nor give her up to follow the corrupt tendencies of her fallen nature. In his tender compassion he continued to visit her by his grace, through the powerful operations of which she was at length made to bow down before him.


Being thus brought to true repentance, she was made willing to break off her sins. With full purpose of heart she turned to him who had been smiting her, and followed him in the way of the daily cross. She found it to be her duty to forsake the company of those who had been her associates in mirth and folly. Surrendering herself wholly to the Lord’s disposal, to run in the ways of his requiring, she became as a fool in the eyes of her former companions, and the object of their derision and scorn.


Patiently enduring those fiery baptisms by which the chaffy nature is consumed and the soul cleansed from the defilements of sin, she became solid and weighty in her spirit. Her deportment was adorned by Christian gravity and meekness, showing that her mind was clothed with a reverent sense of the divine omnipresence and an awful fear of offending him. As she abode under the forming hand of the Lord, she witnessed that preparation of heart which qualifies for the reception of his spiritual gifts. Believing herself divinely called to the ministry of the gospel, she acceptably appeared therein about the twenty-first year of her age. As she kept in her gift, waiting for and singly following the openings of the great Giver in the exercise of it, she experienced an enlargement therein and in religious experience. At length she became an able minister of the word—a scribe well instructed in the mysteries of the heavenly kingdom (Matthew 13:52).


In the year 1758 she was married to Preserved Brayton, and in the relations of wife and mother, endeavored to fulfill her duties with fidelity and affection. She was concerned not to allow the necessary cares of a young family to hinder her attendance at religious meetings, often pressing through bodily infirmities and other discouragements for the performance of this solemn duty. Sensible of the necessity of daily partaking of heavenly bread in order to preserve the soul alive to God. She was not only diligent in publicly assembling for divine worship. At times she was concerned to collect her family together and sit down in quiet retirement and waiting upon the Lord.


Being convinced that the enslaving of our fellow creatures is incompatible with the precepts of the gospel, she readily joined with her husband in setting at liberty those whom they held in bondage. Having been strengthened thus to clear her own hands of this crying evil, she became concerned to labor with others to induce them to do likewise. She had the satisfaction of living to see the Society cleansed from the sin of African slavery.


Endeavoring to fill up her religious and social duties at home and in its neighborhood, she yielded herself in faith to the disposal of her Lord and Master. She found her heart enlarged in gospel love toward her brethren and sisters in other places. Under the constraining sense of a divine call, she left her beloved husband and children, with the unity of her brethren, to pay a religious visit to the churches in the southern parts of the United States. In this service she was absent from home more than a year. Naturally of a diffident and retiring disposition, and often deeply humbled under a sense of her own unworthiness, she endured many close trials in this long separation from home and its endearments. She passed through many painful baptisms on account of the states of those she visited. Yet he who drew her forth was pleased to be near her and to support her by his invisible and omnipotent arm. He enabled her from time to time joyfully to set up her Ebenezer, and in commemoration of his all-sufficiency and goodness, to say, “Hitherto the Lord has helped me” (1 Samuel 7:12).


Having left home on the 9th day of the Fifth month [May], 1771, I set out to visit Friends in the western provinces. On the 19th of the Sixth month [June], with my companion Jane Willis from Long Island, I crossed the river Delaware at Coryell’s Ferry into Bucks County. On the 20th we went nine miles to Plumstead and had a satisfactory meeting there, as also at Buckingham and Wrightstown. In the following week, after visiting a sick Friend, not finding myself clear of Buckingham meeting, we returned on the 23rd, being First-day [Sunday], and were at their meeting. From there we attended Makefield meeting on the 25th and were again at a meeting at Wrightstown, and a blessed season it proved, in which I was silent. We also attended meetings at the Falls and Bristol, which, though trying seasons, it pleased the Father of all our mercies to be underneath to sustain me.


After this we went to James Thornton’s at Byberry and lodged, and were at meeting there next day. In the afternoon we rode fifteen miles to Philadelphia, to John Pemberton’s, and were kindly received. Here I experienced a distressing season; my friends perceived it and were concerned to speak comfortably to me. The 30th, being First-day, I had an exercising meeting in the morning, but my good Master showed me that I ought to look round the city and view the walls thereof. In the afternoon the light and opening of divine favor was extended to our comfort, and at the evening meeting the Lord’s power gained the victory. May all be ascribed to his great name.


The 1st of the Seventh month [July] I attended the select meeting, which was a favorable time. I also visited a Friend in a distressed state of mind. Next day we were at the Bank meeting, which was to me a good one. I had reason to be thankful for all the mercies that the Lord had bestowed upon me. On the 4th I was at their weekday meeting and was comforted therein. The next day I attended the youths’ meeting, which was a good one, and many lively testimonies were borne, but I thought it my place to be silent.


On the 7th, being First-day, we went to Frankford, five miles, and had a good meeting. After returning to Philadelphia we went to the evening meeting and had a good open time. I had reason to bless and praise my God for all his favors. After this we had a satisfactory meeting at Merion, and also at Haverford. In the evening we had an open time in a Friend’s family. Next day we were at a meeting at Newtown, which was a good season, feeling the unity one with another. We also had a good open time at Middletown, the heavenly power arose over all, which made my heart to rejoice in the Lord alone, who has made good all his promises to me.


On the 12th we were at Providence meeting, which for a while was trying, but the Lord’s power arose over all. To him be the praise, who is worthy of all honor forever. The next day was spent at Mordecai Yarnall’s, where I was indisposed but kept about, and had cause of thankfulness for the favor. We had next day, being First-day, a good meeting at Springfield. May the Lord have the praise. In the afternoon we were at a large meeting at Darby, which was a good satisfactory time.


On the 15th we rode to Philadelphia and attended the select meeting. From there we crossed over the Delaware and rode six miles to Haddonfield. Next day we had a good meeting there, after which we visited Isaac Andrews and were much comforted by him, he being a valuable Friend. Next day we went to Chester meeting, held at Moorestown, which was a favored season. I thought I should be content though bread and water were my portion, if the honor of God might be in dominion. We then went to Evesham, where we had a favored meeting. Oh, that my Lord and Master may have the praise of all his works, for he alone is worthy of all praise—might and dominion is with him forever.


From there we went to Mount Holly and attended meetings fore and afternoon, the latter in silence. I had reason to bless my Master, for the enjoyment of silence was sweet to me, in that he gave me strength to know how to be abased and how to abound (Philippians 4:12).


On the 20th we rode to Ancocas meeting, and a remarkable time it seemed to be. Next day, being First-day, we were at meeting at Burlington, where we had the company of Samuel Neal from Ireland. In the afternoon meeting I was silent, and in the evening we visited several Friends. We next attended meetings at Old Springfield and at a schoolhouse, then at Upper Springfield, which was a good meeting. But I felt great poverty; may it be an encouragement to some into whose hands this may fall, that they may know their sufficiency is of God (2 Corinthians 3:5). In the afternoon we made a satisfactory visit to a sick man and returned to Clayton Newbold’s and lodged.


On the 24th we rode seven miles to Upper Freehold and had a favored meeting, after which we went to Nathan Wright’s, in whose family we had a sweet opportunity. We next attended meetings at Crosswicks and a select meeting for ministers and elders. On the 26th we were at Mansfield, where the Lord’s presence was witnessed like a gentle shower, to the comforting of the faithful followers of Truth. May the praise be given him. We also had a meeting the same day at Dutch Neck, and the next day at Bordentown, where we visited John Sykes and wife, who are very aged and valuable Friends.


The 28th, being First-day, we attended two meetings at Trenton to our comfort. Next day we had one at Stony Brook. Here I parted with my dear companion Jane Willis, which was a trying circumstance to us both, from the mutual love we felt for one another, she returning home.

*   *   *
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