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First Journeys, 1707


Here Deborah Bell's own journal begins. It opens not with her own ministry — she had not yet spoken in meetings — but with her first service as a companion to an older minister, Susannah Saunders, who had come north from London. The chapter's centrepiece is a tense exchange at Highflatts, where a disaffected old Friend, fallen under reproach, publicly attacks Saunders and then turns on the young Deborah, accusing her of a wrong spirit. Watch how the eighteen-year-old answers him with a self-possession beyond her years, and how the sympathy of the other ancient Friends carries the day. The rest of the chapter is a rapid itinerary through the meetings of Yorkshire and the midlands, including a visit to the aged John Gratton.





	In 1707 Deborah accompanies Susannah Saunders, a visiting minister from London, on a tour of northern meetings.

	At Highflatts a disaffected old Friend attacks Saunders's testimony and then charges young Deborah with a wrong spirit.

	Deborah answers him with composure; the other ancient Friends express warm unity, and Truth comes over the contentious man.

	They have satisfactory meetings through Yorkshire and Nottinghamshire, visiting the sick minister Sarah Westerdale.

	They lodge with the worthy John Gratton, "a father indeed," and attend a large burial at Nottingham.

	The companions part in unity; Deborah returns home to her mother in true peace, thankful to have been of service.






In the year 1707, Susannah Saunders came from London into our country on a visit to Friends. Having no companion, and with the consent of my mother and some ancient Friends of our meeting, I accompanied her to several meetings in our parts.

On the fourteenth day of the eighth month we had a meeting at Highflatts, where my companion laboured hard in a plain and close testimony. After the meeting, an aged man reflected on the Friend. This man had once been of some note among Friends; but falling into reproach and not taking the advice of the church, he had lost his condition and become troublesome. He told her she had no right sense of the state of their meeting, for they were a faithful people. He bade her go into the world and gather a people of her own, and then come and preach to them, and more to that purpose. I was young, and had not yet appeared in the work of the ministry; so I sat quietly and heard what passed, though under great concern lest what he said should hurt the Friend and discourage her in her service.

Afterwards he directed his discourse to me, saying I was of a wrong spirit, or I would not have come along with that woman. For they were a faithful people, and had stood for their testimony in the persecuting times, when others had shrunk and been unfaithful. I told him I was glad to hear they had stood faithful in that persecuting time, and desired that they might retain their integrity, and be enabled to stand if such another time should come. I added that I had not seen much of that persecution myself, but hoped he had nothing to accuse my parents of in that respect. The value he had once held for them not being entirely erased, he made me no reply; and the Lord gave me strength to bear testimony against the spirit he was in. Several worthy ancient Friends present fully expressed how glad they were of our visit, having true unity with the Friend's testimony. They earnestly desired we would not be discouraged or regard what that man said, for he was of a contentious spirit and had given them much trouble and exercise. Truth came over him, and we parted with Friends in peace, and went on our journey with comfort.

We had satisfactory meetings at Burton, Pontefract, Selby, Cottness, Rawcliffe, and Fishlake, where we visited Sarah Westerdale, an honest Friend and good minister who lay very weak. We had a good and comfortable time with her, our great Lord being near to her in her affliction. From there we proceeded to Thorne, Blyth, and Mansfield, and so to John Gratton's, where we had meetings and also the opportunity of seeing that worthy Friend. We stayed one night at his house, and may truly say he was a father indeed.

The next day we came to Nottingham, where there was a burial to which many people came; and our great Master owned us, made way for the testimony of Truth, and favoured us with a good and comfortable time. Next morning we parted in true unity and nearness; for the Lord is gathering a people near to himself, and makes them dear to one another in that which does not change. For this, and for all his mercies, let him have the praise. My companion proceeded on her journey towards London, and I returned home, arriving safely on the thirtieth of the eighth month in true peace. I found my dear mother well, for which I was truly thankful to the Lord, and glad that I was counted worthy to be of service to any of his servants.
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